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Hello, UCF.
PEGASUS  
celebrates 50 years 
of individuals who were
bold EnoUGH

t o  r e a c h  f o r  t h e  s t a r s .
We hope you enjoy the
journey.  REAd on.

Adventurers. Pioneers. Risk takers.  
President Charles Millican looks on as FTU 
students, faculty and staff walk to the library, 
the first academic building constructed.
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My Fall 2012 issue arrived 
today, and the cover looked like it 
really came from the red planet. USPS 
totally tried to destroy the cover. But 
it is a great issue. 

Maria Trunzo, ’93

Editor’s response: Hi Maria, a new 
Pegasus was sent to replace the  
alien one.

i just got back from the post 
office where, jammed in my box, was 
the oversized magazine Pegasus, 
which is lovely — HOWEVER — a 
huge waste of BIG money and paper. 
… This is not marketing I support in 
view of how money in our education 
system can be so much better used.

With all the methods of 
communication now available, THIS 
is how the marketing department 
chooses to spend its money?!? It 
appears your marketing people are 
out of touch with what I would hope 
is being taught at the university 
and have little regard for return on 
investment. 

Denise Gainer, ’74 

Editor’s response: Hi, Denise, we 
appreciate your feedback and concern. 
Pegasus is a serious investment, built 
in multiple platforms to meet demand. 
You may prefer to unsubscribe from  
the print edition in favor of the two 
online options: the Pegasus website  
(pegasus.ucf.edu) and our iPad 
version, available for download on  
our website.

PEGASUSmAilbox
thanks For keeping Me 
on the list. This edition is really 
remarkable, so full of interesting 
articles and news of UCF personnel.

Therese Patala, ’82

Editor’s response: Therese, our goal is 
to connect with all alumni. Thanks for 
the kind words.

i was surprised to see the 
design of Pegasus; it was really 
impressive, and I enjoyed reading 
it. I’m looking forward to receiving 
future editions.

As an alum, I am really proud to 
see the impressive growth of UCF, 
compared to my time there from 1983 
to 1988.

Saidur Rahman, ’86

Editor’s response: Saidur, thanks, you 
made our day. UCF loves to surprise  
its readers. 

i enjoyed the “big issue”  
and the Fall 2012 issue very much. 
The campus has indeed changed since  
I graduated, and so have a lot of other 
things, including the name of the 
school. We had a basketball team, but 
no gymnasium and went 20-20 our 
first year in action.

As I read through these two issues, 
I glanced at my diploma signed by Dr. 
Millican and my graduation ring, and 
they both say Florida Technological 
University. FTU lasted only what, 
three years? I got my B.S. in biology 
at the commencement ceremony 
in August 1970. I don’t suppose the 
student newsletter is called FuTUre 
anymore either.

I haven’t been on campus in more 
than 20 years, and I doubt I would 
recognize anything except the old 
library.

At any rate, congratulations on a 
job well done. I look forward to more 
issues of Pegasus.

Annon Bozeman, ’70

Editor’s response: Annon, FTU 
actually lasted 10 years before we were 
renamed UCF. Please come back to 
campus — it’s changed just a bit in  
20 years — and when you do, we’ll 
give you the golf cart tour reserved for 
special guests! 

i noted the Mailbox iteM 
about the FTU yearbook article in the 
recent [Fall 2012] issue. Apparently I 
did not receive the issue that had that 
article in it. 

Realizing that all UCF alumni are 
unique, I was wondering if I might 
be even more unique, and how many 
others out there might be in my 
unique group. I graduated with my 
baccalaureate from FTU in 1975. I 
then graduated with my master’s from 
UCF in 1979. So I have a diploma and 
a ring from FTU, and then a diploma 
from UCF … How many others fit this 
transition category?

James T. Newell, ’75

Editor’s response: James, Pegasus has 
updated more than 85,000 alumni 
addresses, so we’re happy you received 
the last issue. It’s difficult to estimate 
how many alumni have both FTU and 
UCF degrees, but we do know that UCF 
was built on the shoulders of pioneers 
like you and each new class since.

From alumni 
reunions to college 
celebration weeks, 
you’re invited  
to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary with 
us. For events visit, 
www.ucf.edu/50.

Historical images and memorabilia 
courtesy of Special Collections  

and University Archives.

Cover illustration by
Mary Kate McDevitt

Knightro stands in front of a UCF 50th anniversary shuttle.
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best Campus 
Tradition

The demonstration of school pride occurs on the Friday 
before each Homecoming game. The pep rally turns into a 
joyous pool party, complete with President Hitt, the Marching 
Knights, cheerleaders, KnightMoves and the football team. For 
good measure, Spirit Splash also has been touted as the best 
university tradition in the state by Florida Leader magazine.

This week has been  
a dream ... #ucfhc

 @alexisacostaaa via Twitter

I have never been more happy to go to 
UCF than today. What a wonderful day it 
has been. #spiritsplash #homecoming

@dagodanger via Twitter
It was a good day. Enough said. 
#spiritsplash #ucf #homecoming 
#goknights #peprally

wagner0324 via Instagram

I love my school #ucf 
#spiritsplash

davidbenaim via Instagram

Spirit Splash was the most legit 
experience ever! Lol I can’t wait 
for next year! :D #UCFHC

@Crysco_55 via Twitter 

In 1995, UCF Student Body President Miguel 
Torregrossa, ’94, was tossed into the Reflecting 
Pond and the best campus tradition nationwide 
— as awarded by the National Association for 
Campus Activities in 2011 — was born:  
Spirit Splash.



The clothes, hairstyles and music are 
different. The number of students, 
buildings and programs offered has 
exploded. But after 50 years, what 
remains the same is the UCF attitude. 

Whether reaching for the stars or 
dreaming big, UCF has aspired for 
greatness since it was founded near  
a dirt road and a cow pasture.  
Happy 50th anniversary UCF.

Picture Perfect
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origins
J. Charles Gray was only a few years 
into his law practice. Yet his powerful 
influence in the mid-1960s made a 
nameless university Florida’s number 
one priority. Here, Gray recounts the 
origin of the university. 
In 1963, Florida Gov. Cecil Farris Bryant signed a bill 
creating a Central Florida university, but without funding, 
it was dormant until 1965. I became involved with the 
university through a series of political campaigns. 

In 1960, I had chaired the winning campaign for Doyle 
Conner for state agriculture commissioner. Later, in 1964, 
there were six candidates running for Florida governor. 
The least likely to win was former mayor of Jacksonville 
Haydon Burns. I watched Burns standing on a bare stage, 
talking about his philosophy of government, and thought, 
“I believe that.” So, after meeting Burns and his wife, 
Mildred, I agreed to chair his campaign. 

We put together an incredibly organized campaign that 
nailed down every precinct and shifted the power base 
from Jacksonville to Central Florida. It was a solid win 
against great odds, and Burns served as Florida governor 
from 1965-67. 

I returned to Orlando with Burns to prepare for a news 
conference and during our time together, we discussed 
Conner’s earlier campaign. Chairing Conner’s campaign 
had been great fun. When Conner won, I asked if he could 
send me some legal business, and he offered me a job in 
Tallahassee, which held no interest to me. I still thought 
of Conner as a wonderful friend, but I was disappointed at 
the time.

Burns processed that information, and when he won, he 
asked me, “What do you want?” I replied, “Number one, I 
want a new university.” He promised it and told me to list 
my other requests, which were: an east-west expressway, 
a Board of Regents term for a dedicated campaign worker, 
and my suggested state road board member, among others. 
I didn’t ask for anything for myself.

Burns fulfilled every promise except one. After reading 
in a newspaper that he had appointed someone else to 
the state road board, I called and questioned him. He 
answered, “Charles, getting a new university authorized, 
implemented and appropriated is not easy. I made a deal 
with the most powerful man in the legislature, Speaker of 
the House E.C. Rowell, who said he could get it done only 
on the condition that his best friend was appointed as a 
state road board member.” He continued, “I had to make 
a deal, and I’m sorry about that. That university was your 
first choice, and that’s what I had to do.”

I’d say it was an excellent trade-off. F

In addition to his practice, which he 
continues as chairman of the board and 
founding director of the GrayRobinson law 
firm in Orlando, Gray served in many other 
leadership positions, including Orlando 
city solicitor, and chair of the Florida 
State Turnpike Authority, Economic 
Development Commission of Mid-Florida 
and the UCF Foundation.

Promised Land

Dr. Charles Millican, left, displays the new FTU seal in 1968. 
More than 50 proposals were considered in the process.

The CReATion of fTU’s institutional seal resembled 

the start of the university itself. Credit founding President 

Charles Millican with making bold decisions but also 

receiving important assists from others.

Dr. Millican’s newly formed executive staff assembled 

lists of designs and color combinations from other Florida 

universities, attended university seal conferences, and 

consulted with various artists before compiling a final design 

criteria list.

Nearly two years passed before the seal of FTU finally made 

its public debut on April 5, 1968. The final seal was officially 

A BOLD MARK
unveiled by Dr. Millican from a design by Jim Shattuck 

and Norman Van Meter. The design was composed 

of Pegasus, intended to “bridge the gap between the 

humanities and space technology.” It was chosen as 

a symbol of the university’s goal of moving forward 

and making a “rendezvous with space and the stars.” 

Just as had occurred with the university’s name and 

motto — “Reach for the Stars” — FTU’s close proximity 

to Cape Kennedy factored significantly. Dr. Millican also 

chose black and gold as the school colors during the 

design process. F

The Mercury prograM from nearby 
Cape Kennedy captivated the nation, and the  
new Martin Marietta facility in south Orange 
County was creating a new generation of rockets 
and missiles. 

Business, professional and government leaders 
quickly enlisted in the cause of building what some 
called a “space university” to educate students 
for promising Space Age careers in engineering, 
electronics and other technological professions 
needed to sustain the growth of these industries in 
Central Florida. William Dial, a bank president and 
lawyer with political connections in Tallahassee, 
began lobbying for passage of what became Florida 
Senate bill 125. He enlisted the aid of former state 
Senate President William Shands, who used his 
many connections to help convince lawmakers 

to support the bill. With Shands’ help, and the support of 
Orlando Sentinel publisher Martin Anderson and Senator 
Beth Johnson of Orange County, the bill passed both the 
House and Senate. A citizens’ advisory committee, led by 
Dial, was formed to help finance and build public support 
for the university.

On Jan. 24, 1964, the Board of Control chose a tract 
along Alafaya Trail in northeast Orange County. It was 
selected as being the most accessible to the largest number 
of people in the east central Florida area. Most of the land 
was acquired from Frank Adamucci, a New Jersey building 
contractor who donated 500 acres and sold another 500 
acres for $500,000. Donations from other landowners 
made the total size of the parcel 1,227 acres.

In order to be eligible for funding from the 1965 Florida 
Legislature, the site had to be available immediately. It was 
anticipated that Orange County would buy the property 

and donate it to the state, but the county lacked 
the necessary funds. 

A total of 89 Orange County residents pledged 
$1 million in cash and securities to secure the 
purchase of the site. Millions more would be 
needed to begin construction. 

Dial flew to Tallahassee to argue for 
immediate funding. To fulfill the pledge he made 
to his campaign manager, Orlando resident J. 
Charles Gray, the governor agreed and ordered 
the project take precedence on the higher-
education funding priority list. F

A Space University In the early 1960s, Orange County’s 
future seemed increasingly tied to the aerospace industry. 

The land for UCF — full of scrub oaks, palmettos and sand — remained undeveloped for several years after its purchase.
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1992 Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Rigoberta Menchú Tum advocates  
for the civil rights of Guatemala’s 
indigenous people.

’02

CAMPUS
Pioneers, politicians and peacemakers through the yearsON

’69 Nearly 10,000 people gather to hear President Richard 
Nixon speak at commencement. FTU administrators had 
only three days to prepare for the presidential visit.’73

Former Indian President  
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam promotes 
global energy independence.

’12

“Star Trek” actor Leonard Nimoy 
takes a stand for women’s rights 
in front of a 2,000-plus crowd.

’75

Playwright Tennessee Williams attends a festival of his plays. 
Addressing students, he remarked, “Every piece of writing 
is in a sense autobiographical, because all writing is derived 
from the intuition and experience of the man writing.”’81 Author and commentator 

William F. Buckley Jr. 
addresses guests at the 
President’s Circle reception.’81Astronaut Nicole Stott, ’92, shares 

her experiences in space travel. 
Stott is the first UCF graduate to live 
on the International Space Station.

’12
Mickey Mouse presents President 
Colbourn with a wooden replica 
during festivities for UCF’s 25th 
anniversary.’88

Senator Joe 
Biden, now vice 
president of the 
U.S., speaks at 
commencement. 
This was the final 
commencement 
before the 
university’s name 
changed to UCF.

’78

Miss America 
1969 Judith 
Ford meets 

with students. 
During her visit, 

FTU students 
presented 

her with gifts, 
including an 

official campus 
guide’s hat, a 

stuffed dog toy 
and a key to the 

university.



B H n S
o P E n I n G

C o m i n G  o f  A G e
SEPT. 22, 1979 To SEPT. 15, 2007 

The time between the two dates is less than three decades. Yet to fans,  
the settings and circumstances are worlds apart. Less than one month after 148 
students turn out for the first-ever football practice in 1979 — with players bringing 
their own shoes, shirts and shorts along with $14 a day for room and board — UCF 
defeats host St. Leo College, 21-0. Football at UCF arrives. 

Fast-forward to 2007 where the ambitious Knights go toe to toe against the 
defending national champions and No. 6-ranked Texas Longhorns on national TV at 
the new, $60 million Bright House Networks Stadium. UCF leads 24-23 in the fourth 
quarter before succumbing, 35-32. 

Even the opposing coach, Mack Brown, is impressed: “There was a tremendous 
atmosphere. I told [my players] today I didn’t think they understood what they  
were about to get into.” F
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sept. 22, 1979 In a downpour on a cow pasture turned 
football field at St. Leo College, UCF wins its first-ever 
game. Bobby Joe Plain scores UCF’s first touchdown on 
a 13-yard pass reception from Mike Cullison, ’80.

sept. 15, 2007 In blistering conditions on 
perfectly manicured Tifway 419 Bermuda grass, 
UCF tailback Kevin Smith scores the game’s first 
touchdown in UCF’s new on-campus stadium.
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Richard Nunis, former 
chairman of Walt Disney 
Parks and Resorts, helped 
develop “Project X” — better 
known as Walt Disney World. 
His track record spans decades 
and continents. Frank and 
focused, he brought his own 
style of leadership to UCF. 
on beGinninGs 
I spent 44 years with Disney working with 
original thinkers, game changers and creative 
people who were dreaming concepts past their 
lifetimes. When I started in 1955 we had 600 
cast members, and when I retired in 1999 we 
had 95,000.
on inflUenCes 
Walt taught me that you can design, create and 
build the most wonderful place in the world, 
but it takes people to make the dream a reality. 
I learned when I was climbing the ladder of 
success that if you are honest and sincere and 
think you know and believe in something, then 
have the guts to fight for it.

on The Role of UCf ChAiRmAn 
When Gov. Jeb Bush installed a new administration 
system for Florida’s state universities, I was selected 
to be on the first board of trustees for UCF and elected 
as chairman by that board. The governor chose 
business people, rather than bureaucrats, to revamp 
the state university system. He also wanted the 
day-to-day operations of a university to be near the 
students, not managed from the state capital. 
on GRowTh 
There is nothing noble about shrinking. And the 
real enemy of growing organizations is not size so 
much as it is the stifling bureaucracy that sometimes 
accompanies growth.
on ACComPlishmenTs 
As chairman and with the vision of a great board of 
trustees and the support of Dr. Hitt, we led campus 
projects that built 150,000 square feet of restaurants 
and shops, 4,000 parking spaces, 2,000 beds, the 
state’s only covered football practice field, a 45,000-
seat football stadium, a 10,000-seat arena, a softball 
stadium, and renovated the old arena, now called The 
Venue, for women’s basketball, volleyball and special 
events.
on The hoUse ThAT RoTh bUilT 
Thanks to the vision and determination of longtime 
UCF supporter Jerry Roth, the on-campus football 
stadium was built. But give Jerry all of the credit along 
with the board of trustees and two great supporters of 
UCF, the president of the UCF Athletics Board and his 
wife, David and Judy Albertson.

on oRlAndo 
Orlando helps UCF attract the best and the 
brightest in students, faculty and staff. We also 
attract phenomenal students due to our support of 
technology and research. And UCF’s inclusion into  
the BIG EAST Conference will help us attract more 
top athletes to the area.
on The nexT GeneRATion 
It’s been fun to watch UCF grow from “Where is it?”  
to a school of choice to the second-largest university 
in the nation with 60,000 students and 200,000 
alumni. I look forward to the fulfillment of the 
master-planned expansion of Knights Plaza, which 
includes small movie theaters that can also be used for 
academic lectures. And when I hear people complain 
about how hard it is to get into UCF, I just have to 
smile. I’m very proud.F

Students can live, work and play at UCF’s north end of campus, which now includes housing, restaurants, retail space and many athletic venues.

Mary and Richard Nunis embrace UCF,  
their hometown university.

Mr. Chairman
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“ I got to be part of 
something brand new.”

Rooms with a View
Private-room suites. 
Extra-long twin beds. 
A resort-style pool. A 
fitness center. Recreation 
courts. A parking garage. 
Community centers. 
Fully furnished units 
with modern appliances 
and upscale furniture. 
Even a four-bedroom, 
four-bathroom floor plan.

NexT augusT, that’s what 650 
students at the Neptune Community 
on campus can expect to find, 
along with another 600 students 
at the new NorthView apartments, 
located across the street from 
Bright House Networks Stadium. 
The multimillion-dollar complexes 
combine the conveniences of  
campus living with the amenities  
of off-campus apartment life. 

The Neptune Community is an 
expansion of the Academic Village on 
the south side of campus. Among the 
highlights, suite-style layouts feature 
four private bedrooms that share 
two bathrooms. Neptune is the first 
major campus housing construction 
since 2007, when The Towers at 
Knights Plaza opened as part of an 
area that includes the UCF Arena, 
Bright House Networks Stadium 

and 183,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurant space. 

NorthView will be anchored by 
4,000 square feet of faith-based 
student organizations, such as a 
Hillel Center, and common space 
for other faith-based organizations. 
Its creation has been influenced by 
developer Alan Ginsburg, a UCF 
donor who partnered with the UCF 
Foundation on the project. Ginsburg’s 
support of the project stems from his 
philosophy that “students be given 
every opportunity to maintain their 
religious beliefs and support system 
while attending UCF.”

In Fall 2013, 7,400 students will live 
on campus, in addition to nearly 3,750 
students residing in UCF-managed 
housing off campus.

Steve Stein, ’70, can only imagine. 
Stein was among the first students 

to live on campus when the dorms 
opened in 1968. There were beds for 
432 students and, not surprisingly, a 
waiting list. The Apollo Community, 
where Stein lived, was comprised of 
suites containing two double rooms 
and a single room, along with a 
common bathroom and living area. 
Each room had a sink and, if you  
were lucky, someone shared a new 
RCA color TV or at least an old Philco  
black and white in the living area. 

Stein has been back to campus 
several times and witnessed the 
growth. He has no regrets, though, 
about missing out on what’s new.  
“I was lucky, too,” he says. “I got to  
be part of something brand new.” F

MR. CHAIRMAN
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Best New Minds
BY RICHARD LAPCHICK

I have been involved in 
diversity and inclusion work 
for more than 45 years, 
starting in the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s and 
helping to lead the American 
anti-apartheid movement in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

It’s been a joy to watch UCF grow in terms 
of its commitment to diversity and inclusion. 
I first got to know UCF in the early 1990s and 
became much more intimately involved when  
I joined the faculty in 2001.

I first started doing diversity management 
training with the U.S. Navy in the early 1970s. 
The definition of diversity was simple and so 
incomplete then, it only referred to blacks and 
whites. Soon thereafter, women were added 
to the equation. It took far too much time to 
include people from the LGBT community and 
people with disabilities. 

It makes me proud to see how UCF has grown 
from an overwhelmingly white (90 percent) 
male (62 percent) student population when it 
opened, to today having a female-majority (55 
percent) student body and a healthy student 
base of people of color, including 10 percent 
African-American, 19 percent Hispanic and 
nearly 6 percent Asian. 

While our students’ average age remains  
24 to 25, UCF has not forgotten the generation 
of people whose shoulders it was built on 50 
years ago. The highly acclaimed LIFE@UCF 
series regularly brings lively and substantive 
speakers and topics to a large community of 
retirees in the Orlando area.  

UCF’s commitment comes from the top and 
makes me proud to serve President Hitt. He 
is dedicated to a whole range of social justice 
issues, including embracing diversity and being 
inclusive of those communities that make 
America great. F

Dr. Richard Lapchick is the endowed chair of the 
DeVos Sport Business Management Program at UCF. 
Lapchick is an internationally recognized expert on 
sports issues, a human rights activist, an author and 
a scholar. Named one of the “100 Most Powerful 
People in Sports,” he is also the CEO of the National 
Consortium for Academics and Sport.

Walter G. Komanski, ’71  1969–70
James R. Stringer, ’71  1970–71
Frank J. Santry, ’72  1971–72
Steven H. Adamick, ’73  1972–73
D. Lee Constantine, ’74  1973–74
R. Hunter Potts, ’75  1974–75
Gary H. Anderson 1975–76
Richard J. Walsh, ’77  1976–77
Robert W. White, ’78  1977–78
Mark M. O’Mara, ’79  1978–79
Armando R. Payas, ’80  1979–80

James E. Blount, ’81  1980–81
George P. Chandler III, ’81  1981–82
Hector A. (Tico) Perez, ’83  1982–83
Mark C. Geary, ’84  1983–84
John G. Sowinski, ’86  1984–85
John R. Gill, ’86  1985–86
Ira D. Smith, ’86  1986–87
Roy W. Reid Jr., ’88  1987–88
Denver J. Stutler Jr., ’87  1988–89
Fred R. Schmidt Jr., ’91  1989–90
Jeffrey D. Laing, ’92  1990–91

Jason A. DiBona, ’93  1991–93
Chris Marlin, ’94  1993–94
Darin Patton, ’95  1994–95
Mike Hess, ’96  Summer 1995
Miguel Torregrosa, ’94  1995–96
Aaron M. Scavron, ’97  1996–97
Keith McDonald, ’98  1997–98
Jason Murphy, ’00  1998–99
Darin Patton, ’95  Summer 1999
Andrew Cupicha, ’02  1999–00
Dennis Sprenkle, ’01  2000–01

ThaT was Lee coNsTaNTiNe’s caMpaigN 
MoTTo. After placing his speaker system outside key 
buildings,  he blasted his theme song from Chicago’s 
popular album Dialogue. He also hung posters throughout 
campus, handed out brochures, visited various student 
organizations and held what are popularly referred to 
these days as town meetings.

His plan worked. Constantine, ’74, was UCF’s fifth 
student body president, serving in 1973-74 with his vice 
presidential running mate, Hunter Potts, ’75.

For current student body president Cortez Whatley 
and his running mate, Rachel Brill, no such ingenuity 
(or music) was required. With a campaign crafted for 
an altogether different student body, Whatley secured 
his victory via Facebook and Twitter with the simple 
declaration of “Your Mission Our Vision.”

Whatley had his own website and held rallies and 
debates, including one that was broadcast on campus TV. 
During three days of polling, more than 12,000 students 
voted, the most ever and far more than the entire student 
population in Constantine’s day. 

There is, however, a stark similarity 
between the two student leaders — 
the challenge of equitable funding. 
“Funding from the state is the hottest 
issue,” cites Whatley, who plans to 
attend law school after graduating  
in May.

Constantine, who has been a 
Florida legislator since 1992, notes 
that during his time as student body 
president, “We worked to move the 
student activity and service fee out 
from under the university president 
to the student government, so we 
could control our own dollars.”

Two different eras. Two races to  
the top. One similar voice to challenge 
authority and the courage to stand up 
and speak out.

Marco Peña, ’03   2001–03
Brian C. Battles, ’03  2003–04
Kevin Peters, ’05  2004–05
Willie C. Bentley Jr., ’06  2005–06
Mark White, ’07   2006–07
Brandie Hollinger, ’07  2007–08
Logan Berkowitz, ’08  2008–09
Brian W. Peterson, ’10  2009–10
Michael A. Kilbride, ’12  2010–11
Matthew McCann, ’12   2011–12
Cortez Whatley, ’13 2012–13

“We can make 
it happen.”

Presidential 
role Call 
Leaders of the 

Student Government
Association 

Top: Rachel Brill, Cortez Whatley; Bottom: Hunter Potts, Lee Constantine



Pieces From Our Past

Goodwill wall 
Alumni Plaza’s wall is able to 

house up to 1,000 personalized 
bricks. Built in 1989 in front of 

Millican Hall, it’s a showcase 
area for those alumni who have 
donated $1,000 or more to the 

Alumni Trust Fund.

The Groundbreaker  
This ceremonial shovel was first 
used March 19, 1967, for the 
groundbreaking of FTU, then 
at UCF’s 25th anniversary 
celebration and the 2007 
College of Medicine’s 
groundbreaking.

fine dining 
President Millican 
and his wife, Frances, 
enjoyed entertaining 
guests, and this coffee 
cup and saucer were 
in frequent use.

first Commencement 
Keepsakes from the 1970 commencement 
ceremony, where the auditorium was 
filled to capacity — much like today.
Items courtesy of Lois M. Jackson, ’70

bronze laurel  
Founding President 
Charles Millican’s 
likeness was captured 
in bronze in this 
bust sculpted by J.V. 
Spatafora in 1974.

Astro-orange 
Designed by Norman Van Meter,  
the Citronaut appeared on the cover  
of FTU’s first student handbook. 

Presidential Portrait 
This painting of President 
Colbourn was created by artist 
B. Tiffany in 1992.

Temporary Title  
The first edition 
of FTU’s student 
newspaper — briefly 
called F.T.U.??? — 
was published Oct. 
7, 1968. A naming 
contest took place 
soon afterward, and 
proposals included 
Tech News and 
Views, Pegasus 
and FTU Star. The 
winning name? 
FuTUre.

vulture vinnie  
Named in the earliest days of the 
university, Vinnie the Vulture lived 
for many years near the Student 
Center. This taxidermy serves as 
a reminder of the ever-present 
vultures that circled the newly 
cleared land on campus. 

Emblem of Honor  
In September 1968, Dr. Millican was 
presented with the FTU President’s 
Medallion, which bears the university’s seal. 
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The uNiVersiTy oF ceNTraL FLoriDa has always been fortunate to have had 
the right leadership at the right moment. Each of its four presidents — Charles N. Millican, H. 
Trevor Colbourn, Steven Altman and John C. Hitt — has brought a different perspective to UCF 
that has allowed it to develop into the complex, internationally known research university that 
it is today. Through their leadership, UCF has grown in 50 years from fewer than 2,000 students 
to almost 60,000 students, the second-largest university in the nation. 

Charles Millican gave UCF its start as Florida Technological University, along with its motto, 
its campus plan, and even its black and gold colors. Trevor Colbourn brought to it an academic 
emphasis — and a football team. Steve Altman forged relationships for UCF among Orlando’s 
business community. And John Hitt has brought a stunning vision and focus, resulting in UCF’s 
continued greatness. 

GROUP EFFORT 
By Beth Barnes

Dr. Beth Barnes, vice president emerita, served on President John Hitt’s leadership team until her 
retirement in 2008. Barnes retired as vice president and chief of staff. She is a charter member  
of the UCF faculty.
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Charles N.
MILLICAN
Creating something from nothing, our founding president opened the university.

iN 1963, the Florida Legislature approved the 
establishment of a state university for east central 
Florida’s nine counties and, in 1965, Gov. Farris 
Bryant asked Charles Millican, a Southern Baptist 
minister and founding dean of the College of Business 
Administration at the University of South Florida, to 
accept the position of president of the new university. 
When reflecting on the offer, he wrote in his memoir, 
“Thinking of the complexity and magnitude of the 
task ahead, I shook to my toes. Then I thought, ‘Just 
remember to take it day by day, step by step, and it  
will be done.’ ’’

Dr. Millican often laughed when he told the story 
about trying to find a site for his new university the 
first time he drove to east Orlando. But when he finally 
found the undeveloped land — full of scrub oaks, 
palmettos, sand and rattlesnakes — he had big plans.  
In his 1968 inaugural address, he said, “This university 
is at a unique place, at a unique time … We have  
a rendezvous with space and the stars.”

But in 1965, the university had no name or master 
plan, no buildings, no faculty or staff, no students and 
precious little budget. It was up to President Millican 
to shape the destiny of the university. He and his 
beloved wife, Frances, moved from Tampa, and he 
got busy. 

Working from an office above a drugstore in 
downtown Orlando, he chose the name Florida 
Technological University because of its proximity to 
Cape Kennedy and the technological emphasis the 
school would have. The university’s motto, “Reach 
for the Stars,” came to him on an airplane as he gazed 
at the sky. He had used the phrase as the starting 
point for a speech and had long been affected by it. 
He established the university’s tenets — “Accent on 
Excellence” and “Accent on the Individual” — based on 
the values he wanted the institution to uphold, and he 
co-designed the winged Pegasus as the official seal of 
the university.

President Millican settled on the brilliant campus 
master plan of concentric circles with an academic 
core uninterrupted by traffic, and the university broke 
ground in March 1967.

He hired deans, and they began hiring faculty and 
staff and developing curriculum. It was an exciting 
time, made more so when classes began in October 
1968 with 1,948 students and 90 faculty members. 

During his tenure, President Millican had many 
successes, proving him to be a visionary in education. 
Among these, he established the state of Florida’s 
first bachelor’s degree program in computer science, 
founded an engineering college and modernized 
registration. He and Frances began the President’s 
Leadership Council of student ambassadors. He 
cherished students and could often be found strolling 
about the campus, engaging them in conversation.

Much happened during his presidency: The first 
fraternities were established, President Richard Nixon 
spoke at a commencement that took place in the 
drained Reflecting Pond, the Knight of Pegasus became 
the official mascot, Margaret Mead visited campus, Rita 
Reutter was named Homecoming queen and appeared 
on “The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson,” the 
university was given the OK to establish the Florida 
Solar Energy Center, and the Alumni Association and 
Office of Minority Student Services were established. 
President Millican often said about these early days 
that if he had to do it all over again,  
he wouldn’t change a thing.

By the end of 1978 when he retired from the 
presidency and began teaching in the College of 
Business Administration, UCF had grown to 11,000 
students. Later, he served as special assistant to the 
CEO of the UCF Foundation. Reflecting on his long 
and successful career, he wrote in his memoir, “Only 
recently did it occur to me that on this journey of 
dreams, I was actually reaching for the stars — and  
I caught a few in my hands.”

Beloved by all who knew him, he was honored 
throughout his career and retirement: He was named 
president emeritus, the Administration Building was 
renamed Millican Hall, and alumni and donors erected 
a bronze statue of him in Alumni Plaza. 

President Millican died in 2010 at the age of 94, 
preceded in death by his dear wife, Frances. Few 
universities have experienced the kind of lifelong 
passion that Charles Millican invested in UCF. 

Charles N. Millican, Ph.D. in business  
finance and economics, University of Florida
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H. Trevor Colbourn, Ph.D. in American 
history, Johns Hopkins University

H. Trevor
COLBOURN
UCF’s second president built a metropolitan research university with a new name.

Dr. h. TreVor coLbourN became the second 
president of the university in June 1978, bringing to 
the campus what has been called a classic academic 
perspective, as well as creating UCF’s football program.

His first order of business was changing the name 
of the university to reflect a broader, more diversified 
mission than its initial focus as a school of science 
and technology. Within a few months of President 
Colbourn’s inauguration, Florida Technological 
University was renamed the University of Central 
Florida.

An Australian, tweedy, pipe-smoking academic 
who specialized in American history and Thomas 
Jefferson, President Colbourn set about to strengthen 
the university’s academic structure. He established 
the College of Arts and Sciences to emphasize the 
diversified mission of the university, and he approved 
the expansion of departments and programs.  
He created the Office of Undergraduate Studies, 
established the now nationally recognized Honors 
Program, strengthened graduate teaching, and created 
several stand-alone doctoral programs. During his 
tenure, enrollment increased by 60 percent.

Dr. Colbourn believed that “a widely respected 
university is one whose faculty is known for its 
research and scholarly achievement,” and he 
backed that statement by establishing the Central 
Florida Research Park. The park was designed to 
encourage research-oriented business and industry 
to support university research and teaching through 
collaboration. Today, this successful venture is home to 
more than 125 partners with the university, including 
the U.S. Air Force Modeling and Simulation Center and 
the U.S. Army Simulation and Training Technology 
Center. 

UCF’s campuses began to grow under his guidance 
as well, with an increase in branches and off-campus 
instructional sites. He oversaw the expansion of the 
main campus library and new academic buildings for 
humanities and fine arts, engineering and business.  
He approved the Wayne Densch Sports Center and new 
residence halls for Greek Park, both of which were built 
with private money.

Much of this was accomplished on a university 
budget that was significantly smaller than the budgets 
of other Florida universities. By his own admission, 
President Colbourn complained repeatedly to the 
Florida Board of Regents, and his persistence paid off 
when UCF’s budget was eventually increased.

President Colbourn announced in his inaugural 
address that a primary order of business for him was 
establishing a football program. He knew that football 
brought name recognition to a university, creating 
growth and attracting the best and brightest students. 
He fulfilled his promise, and in September 1979, UCF 
played and won its first Division III football game. 
Since then, the Knights have become a Division I team, 
won two Conference USA championships and played 
on national TV. The team will join the BIG EAST 
Conference next season. 

Football was not without its problems for the 
university, however. By 1985, the football program 
had created a $1 million deficit, a daunting sum 
then. Eventually, the deficit was erased with private 
donations and fundraising activities. 

President Colbourn can be credited with bringing 
UCF into its beginnings as a full-service university that 
emphasized teaching, research and service, as well as 
big-time sports.

Dr. Colbourn retired as president in 1989 after 11 
years of service and told the Orlando Sentinel that one 
reason for his departure was that he was tired of going 
to lawmakers on bended knee, asking for more money 
for the fast-growing university. He stated, “Someone 
asked me once why university presidents in the United 
States don’t last very long. I told them it’s because their 
knees give out. I’m stepping aside before my knees  
give out.”

After his retirement, he taught history full time at 
UCF and was named president emeritus in 1990. In 
further demonstration of the respect the university 
community had for him, the Humanities and Fine 
Arts Building was renamed Colbourn Hall. In 1991, he 
was named university historian and compiled an oral 
history of UCF. He retired fully from UCF in 2006 and 
lives with his wife, Beryl, in Winter Park, Fla.
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Steven
ALTMAN
President Altman connected UCF to Orlando businesses and the community.

Dr. sTeVeN aLTMaN was inaugurated as 
UCF’s third president in the late fall of 1989. He had 
previously served as president of Texas A&I University 
and as an administrator and faculty member at Florida 
International University. Although his tenure at UCF 
was short — less than two years — he contributed to the 
university in several significant ways.

His inauguration came 10 months into his tenure 
as president, and by his own count he’d made “91 
speeches and 246 off-campus visits under my belt.” 
The high-energy president had already set about 
developing relationships between the university and 
the city of Orlando and its business community.

Those relationships would ultimately result in 
valuable partnerships and gifts to UCF. Although 
the groundwork had been laid before President 
Altman’s arrival, Al and Nancy Burnett endowed a $1 
million accounting chair early in his presidency. They 
continued to make substantial gifts that contributed 
greatly to the fabric of the university, including 
endowing The Burnett Honors College and giving 
the naming gift for the president’s home, the Burnett 
House, which was built solely with donor funds. In 
1990, General Mills established the nation’s first 
endowed chair in restaurant management at UCF, and 
a chair in nursing was endowed at the Daytona Beach 
campus by the Bert Fish Foundation.

President Altman had said that his vision of UCF 
“is a great urban university, serving and leading the 
public in our large and important region.” To that end, 
he oversaw the development of a strategic plan to help 
guide the university. He encouraged research as well 
as competition for national research funding. He also 
developed plans to encourage enrollment growth, 
and within two years the student body increased from 
almost 18,000 to more than 21,000.

Dr. Altman reflects, “Faculty and staff believed an 
integrated strategic plan would improve UCF’s chances 
of success. Their commitment and will to create 
something special helped define the direction the 

institution should take.” He notes, “The strategic plan 
we developed became the foundation for the expansion 
of degree programs and facilities for years to come, and 
was an important contributor to UCF’s pre-eminent 
role today.”

During Dr. Altman’s tenure, UCF was named a 
Florida  “best buy” by Barron’s Educational Series, 
the UCF film program began, UCF football moved 
to Division I-AA, construction began on the Student 
Union, and proposals were developed for five 
additional residence halls. 

Amid some controversy in 1991, he resigned, and 
Chancellor Charles Reed appointed Dr. Robert A. 
Bryan, former interim president of the University of 
Florida, to serve as interim president of UCF.

After leaving UCF, Dr. Altman and his wife, Judy, 
moved to Los Angeles where he worked as a consultant, 
lending his expertise in strategic planning, investment 
banking, and organizational development for health 
care, technology and educational firms.

Today, Dr. Altman is in his eighth year as president of 
NewSchool of Architecture and Design in San Diego.

He says, “I returned to higher ed because I love the 
campus environment. As a small school ready to make 
the leap to an institution of distinction, NewSchool was 
a special opportunity, and I’m enjoying it. We’ve had 
significant enrollment and quality increases, and our 
students compete well nationally. They also study for 
a semester or two in Italy or New Zealand, where they 
are able to spend time immersed in an international 
curriculum.”

When asked about UCF, Dr. Altman says, “I continue 
to follow the progress of UCF and am so proud of the 
enthusiasm, commitment and accomplishments of the 
university. A special congratulations to those faculty 
and staff who made it happen.” 

He continues, “Dr. Hitt has done a fabulous job 
bettering UCF. The institution is doing things we only 
dreamed about during my time there.”

Steven Altman, D.B.A. in management 
and qualitative methods, University  
of Southern California
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John C. Hitt, Ph.D. in physiological 
psychology, Tulane University

John C.
HITT
Informed by his five goals for the university, Dr. Hitt inspires UCF to greatness.

Dr. JohN c. hiTT became the university’s fourth 
president in 1992. A physiological psychologist, he 
seems to have prepped for this position his entire 
career — scholar, graduate dean, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, interim president, and 
now president. He said that the first time he and his 
wife, Martha, set foot on the UCF campus, they knew 
they were home.

He brought with him a vision for UCF’s greatness, 
and a focus to the campus in the form of five goals, 
which have endured throughout his presidency: 

1. Offer the best undergraduate education  
 in Florida.

2. Achieve international prominence in key   
 programs of graduate study and research. 

3. Provide international focus to the curricula  
 and research programs.

4. Become more inclusive and diverse.
5. Become America’s leading partnership  

 university. 
Two decades of remarkable results have followed 

under his visionary leadership. During his tenure, 
enrollment has nearly tripled to almost 60,000 
students, and UCF has greatly expanded access to 
higher education. It has emerged as one of the great 
success stories in higher education, becoming the 
second-largest university in the U.S. UCF continues 
to set records every year for the quality of its students, 
the number of transfer students it accepts from 
community and state colleges, and the number of 
degrees it awards.

U.S. News & World Report recently rated UCF as 
the nation’s No. 5 “up and coming” university, and the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
designates UCF with its highest ranking as “a very high 
research activity” institution. Meanwhile, President 
Hitt’s drive to establish UCF as America’s leading 
partnership university has made UCF synonymous 
with the progress and prosperity of Central Florida 
and the Sunshine State. He has said that his “faith in 
partnerships is grounded as much in pragmatism as 
it is in idealism. … If we are to solve our problems and 
advance the greater good, we must find common cause 
with partners and combine our forces.”

His persistence in working in partnership with state, 
local and federal government officials and private 
businesses led to the establishment of the UCF College 
of Medicine at Lake Nona. A cluster of related facilities 

has resulted in a medical city that is the biggest 
economic boost for Central Florida since Walt Disney 
World. By the end of 2017, this collaborative effort 
will generate 30,000 jobs and an annual $7.6 billion 
economic benefit for the region. 

UCF’s rise as a leading major metropolitan 
research university has brought international 
distinction to the university and more high-tech jobs 
to the region. In 1996, President Hitt founded the 
23-county Florida High Tech Corridor Council with 
University of South Florida President Betty Castor. 
The University of Florida has since joined, anchoring 
a public-private approach that has generated more 
than 3,200 jobs with a direct and indirect economic 
benefit of $1.3 billion. And UCF’s national reputation 
for innovation continues to grow in such areas as 
optics and lasers, simulation and training, video game 
production and hospitality management. In fact, 
the president approved the creation of a Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation to serve as a focal 
point for connecting entrepreneurs with campus 
resources.

During Dr. Hitt’s presidency, UCF has launched 
more than $1 billion in new construction. The projects 
include a stadium, arena, student union, regional 
campuses, student wellness center, visitor information 
center and a community health clinic. 

The president’s unique approach to tackling 
opportunities and challenges in the university and the 
community has earned him many accolades, including 
being named the Central Floridian of the Year by the 
Orlando Sentinel in 2005. 

A fellow university president summed up what so 
many know to be true about John Hitt and his dreams. 
As a result of them, “UCF has evolved from a good 
regional university to one that belongs in the national 
conversation about premier public universities.”

President Hitt has said, “As I reflect on my tenure 
at UCF, it is particularly rewarding to have seen our 
university become such an integral part of the progress 
and prosperity of our region. Twenty years ago, we 
were an afterthought in the business community. 
Now, it is common wisdom that no major economic 
development happens in Central Florida without 
UCF’s involvement. If there is anything I have learned 
in 20 years, it is that our greatest danger is not to 
dream too large, but to dream too small. At UCF, we 
dream big. Our greatest limitations are those we place 
on ourselves.” F



PEGASUS MAGAZINE

P E G A S U S . U C F. E D U / 33 

50 MOMENTS, 50 YEARS

32 / S P R I N G  2 0 1 3 

50
50Years

MoMents 

Our First Name
JAn. 17 The school is officially named Florida 
Technological University.

You’ve Got (Air)Mail
JAn. 20 The first prospective student inquiry 
arrives via postcard from Gaithersburg, Md.

1966

’65
Birth of a 
University
JUne 10 Gov.  Farris 
Bryant signs bill 125, 
officially creating the 
university.

19 
6 3

Our First 
President
deC. 1  Dr. Charles 
Millican opens the 
university’s first office
 above a drugstore in 
downtown Orlando.

Place to Call Home
deCembeR Eighty-nine Central 
Florida citizens pledge $1 million to 
secure the purchase of land for the 
university.

19 
65

UCF started with nothing but a promise by President Millican to accentuate 

the individual and focus on excellence. Under President Hitt’s current 

leadership, UCF’s student enrollment reached 50,000 faster than any U.S. 

university. Here, Pegasus shares 50 other moments from UCF’s 50 years.

Research First
APRil 18 NASA gives FTU its first 
research grant, totaling $12,500.

First Building Opens
JUne 24 The library houses the 
administration, classrooms and offices. 

1968

SGA President
mARCh 7 Walt Komanski, ’71, elected 
Student Government’s first president after an 
extensive poster campaign. 

Greek Life
noV. 15 First formal rush held. Local sorority 
called the “Tyes” — which became Phi Beta Phi 
— and Pi Kappa Epsilon were the first sorority 
and fraternity, respectively.

First Commencement
JUne 14 NASA astronaut John Young 
addresses 423 graduates at the Orlando 
Municipal Auditorium (currently the Bob  
Carr Performing Arts Centre).

A Day That  
Changed Orlando
oCT. 7 Classes held with 1,948 
enrolled students, 90 instructors 
and 150 staff members. Fifty-five 
degree programs are offered. The 
Orlando Sentinel reports:  “Monday, 
Oct. 7. Write it down. Remember it 
as the day that changed Orlando and 
Central Florida forever.”

Residence Halls
The first four residence halls 
(Brevard, Lake, Osceola and Polk 
halls in the Apollo Community) open 
to 432 students.

Student News
noV. 15 Temporarily called 
F.T.U.???, the student newspaper 
becomes The FuTUre.

1969

’70

Alumni Association
feb. 5 The Alumni Association is 
established. 

First Homecoming 
feb. 11-13 Homecoming is held 
in February to coincide with the 
university’s first varsity sport, 
basketball. Patty Gray, ’74, crowned 
the first Homecoming queen. 

Regional Reach
AUG. 20 Additional bachelor’s 
degrees in management, education, 
general studies and law enforcement 
offered at Brevard Community 
College and Daytona Beach Junior 
College — FTU’s first regional 
campuses.

1971

Alma Mater
mAy 13 Original alma 
mater selected, with 
lyrics and melody by 
faculty member  
Dr. Burt Szabo.

Sing praise to F.T.U., 
Our voices ringing clear; 
Let joy and love for alma mater 
Fill each passing year. 
Wherever we may journey, 
Be it near or be it far, 
Devotion will inspire us 
As we strive to reach the stars. 

’74
With honor and affection 
Our friendship will be true; 
We sing of thee in recollection, 
F.T.U. 

All hail to F.T.U. 
Whose banner, black and gold, 
Will wave in fame and splendor 
As the passing years unfold. 

May loyalty and friendship 
Within our hearts unite 
And light the star to guide us 
Ever upward in our flight. 
We sing with warm affection 
We sing your praises true; 
We sing of thee in recollection, 
F.T.U.

1968
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Marching Knights
sePT. 27 The Marching Knights make their 
first appearance at the Tangerine Bowl.

First Doctoral Degree
deC. 12 Computer scientist Ali R. Hurson,  
’80, awarded UCF’s first doctorate. 

Energy Center
JAnUARy FTU selected to administer the Florida 
Solar Energy Center, which is still in operation 38 
years later.

Alumni President
Gerald R. McGratty Jr., ’71, becomes the first 
president of the FTU Alumni Association.

Rita Reutter
feb. 19  Rita Reutter, 58, voted 
Homecoming queen and appears on 
“The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson.”

1978
Our Second 
President
JUly 1  Dr. Trevor 
Colbourn takes office. 
Student population  
is 9,589.

1989

Third President
JUly 6  Dr. Steven Altman takes office. 
Enrollment is 18,158. 

1980

1975

Our Second Name
deC. 6  Gov. Reubin Askew signs the legislation 
changing the name of FTU to University of 
Central Florida.

’78

Research Park
JUly 26  Central Florida 
Research Park welcomes 
first tenant: American 
Electroplaters Society. 

First Provost
JUly  Dr. Leslie Ellis, previously 
academic vice president, becomes 
first provost.

Greek Park Opens
noV. 3   Zeta Tau Alpha 
sorority dedicates first house. 

’81

’85
’84

’77
Our Fourth President
mARCh 1  Dr. John C. Hitt takes office. 
Enrollment is 20,302.

More Parking
JAn. 5  First parking garage opens  
with 1,300 spaces for students, faculty  
and staff. 

Pegasus Professor
APRil Dr. Charles Dziuban is the charter 
winner of the Pegasus Professor Award. 

Graduation Grows
mAy 5-6 Commencement ceremonies 
span two days for the first time.

The Creed
AUG. 18 UCF 
Creed debuts.  

High-Tech Focus
Florida High Tech Corridor Council 
established by legislature.

1996

Integrity

Scholarship

Community

Creativity

Excellence

Interim President
JUne 19  Dr. Robert Bryan named 
interim president. Responding 
to faculty members, he said, “I’m 
going to be president ... I’m not 
going to be a caretaker.” Dr. Bryan 
also served as UF and USF interim 
president during his distinguished 
academic career. 

’91

Center of 
Student Life
AUG. 18 Located in 
the geographic center 
of campus, the Student 
Union opens after two 
years of construction 
delays. In 2012, the 
Student Union welcomed 
8.2 million visitors.

1998’97
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20
03

2006

Healthy Knights
JAn. 4 Recreation and Wellness 
Center opens. The facility 
undergoes a 70,000-square-foot 
expansion in 2011. 

Research 
Powerhouse
JUne 30 UCF surpasses the $100 
million mark for research funds.

In the Game
AUG. 22  Florida Interactive 
Entertainment Academy opens its 
doors to future game developers 
and creators.

Alumni Home
noV. 4  FAIRWINDS Alumni 
Center opens. 

Award-Winning 
Incubator
APRil 26  UCF Technology 
Incubator receives top 
designation from the 
National Business Incubation 
Association. 

’04
Miss America
sePT. 20  Ericka Dunlap, ’05, 
crowned Miss America 2004. 

College of Medicine
mAy 30 Gov. Jeb Bush signs 
legislation establishing the College 
of Medicine. At the ceremony, 
Bush remarked, “The collaboration 
between industry and academe 
will help drive inventions and 
innovations from the lab to the 
marketplace.”

2005

’02 ’07
Leading Lady
mAy 8   Brandie 
Hollinger, ’07, becomes 
first woman to lead the 
Student Government 
Association. 

Opening Night 
sePT. 8 The new UCF Arena 
opens with a performance by 
Reba McEntire.

2007

founding our Colleges
Using our current college names, here are the years when 
they were established. We’ve come a long way since 1968, 
when there were just five colleges offering 55 degree 
programs. Now serving 59,000 students, 12 colleges offer 
212 degree programs. So, whatever their passion, we’ve got 
the program to get students going in the right direction. 

1967
College of Arts and Humanities

College of Business Administration

College of Engineering and  
Computer Science

College of Education

College of Sciences

1990  
College of Health and Public Affairs

1998
The Burnett Honors College

2004  
College of Optics and Photonics

Rosen College of Hospitality Management

2006
College of Medicine

2007
College of Nursing

2008
College of Graduate Studies

Presidential 
Anniversary
mARCh 1  President Hitt celebrates  
20 years in office.

200,000 Strong
mAy 3 200,000th alumnus, Wendell 
Raulerson II, ’12, graduates.

2012

20
13

First Class
mAy 17  The first medical school class in U.S. 
history to receive four-year scholarships of 
tuition, living expenses and fees, graduates. 

Golden Anniversary 
JUne 10  UCF turns 50. Join the celebration. 
Visit www.ucf.edu/50 for events. 

BIG EAST
JUly 1  UCF joins the BIG EAST Conference. 



PEGASUS MAGAZINE

P E G A S U S . U C F. E D U / 39 

MIGHTY MASCOTS

38 / S P R I N G  2 0 1 3 

IL
LU

S
T

R
A

T
IO

N
 B

Y
 V

IC
TO

R
 D

A
V

IL
A

, ’
9

7

The Citronaut/Vincent the Vulture 
conflict lasted more than a year, 
until students approached President 
Millican to offer a solution.

With the athletics program just 
beginning, the university needed 
a nickname. Via suggestion boxes 
located throughout campus,  
a committee of students, staff 
and faculty considered at 
least 80 submissions. Out of a 
narrowed selection that included 
the Chargers, Sun Devils and 
Thunderbolts, the Knights of 
Pegasus won big. 

In 1970, FTU’s athletics program 
finally had a nickname, the Knights. 
And the students had a logo to rally 
behind, a democratically chosen 
design that allied the mascot with 
the university seal’s mythological 
winged horse, Pegasus. 

SIR WINS-A-LOT, PuFF,  
MACK THE KNIGHT
In 1980, UCF decided to revamp the 
mascot to motivate the crowd and 
draw attention to the new football 
program. That brought the debut 

of Sir Wins-a-lot, a knight-themed 
mascot featuring a large smiling face 
made of plastic. Sir Wins-a-lot was 
eventually retired in favor of a horse 
and rider. 

Then arrived dragon-themed Puff, 
in a costume donated by Disney, 
followed by Mack the Knight, who 
made his inaugural appearance in 
time for UCF’s 25th anniversary. 
During this time, UCF football had 
arguably the most unique pregame 
show in the nation — a series of 
lavish medieval-period scenes 
performed by the cast of Medieval 
Times Dinner & Tournament. 

While all three mascots had 
moments in the sun, they served 
only as preludes to the great Knight.

KNIGHTRO 
In November 1994, an unnamed, 
towering knight clad in golden 
armor started making on-campus 
appearances. Trey Gordon, ’96, 
a cheerleader and member of the 
Student Government Association, 
helped to create the mascot and 
filled the role himself that season, 

From vultures to dragons 
to knights, the journey 
to find the right mascot 
wasn’t an easy one. All of 
these characters served 
as mascots in some form 
before Knightro.
CITRONAuT AND VINCENT THE VuLTuRE
When the Citronaut — a character 
comprised of an orange with the head of 
an astronaut — was unveiled on the cover 
of FTU’s 1968-69 Student Handbook, it was 
met with much disapproval by students. 
After just one year, students petitioned 
Student Government to establish an  
official mascot. 

The counter to the Citronaut was 
Vincent the Vulture, proposed by a night 
nurse at the campus health center and 
drawn by her husband. Black-and-gold 
Vincent, inspired by the ever-present 
vultures circling the newly cleared campus 
land, had a strong contingent of supporters. 

Mighty Mascots
showing up at UCF basketball games 
and public gatherings. In Fall 1995, 
the golden mascot was officially 
dubbed Knightro.

A year later, a local Disney 
character developer created a new 
version of Knightro as well as a 
female version, Glycerin, but after 
two years, Glycerin was phased 
out. The following years brought 
further tweaks to Knightro’s look, 
and in 2005, a group of engineering 
students created a motorized car  
for him.

Today, the ever-popular Knightro 
is operated by the Team Knightro 
Mascot Squad, which consists of 
three to five students who don the 
mascot armor for sports events and 
special appearances. 

As UCF and its athletics program 
continue to reach higher, Knightro 
charges forward. F

From left to right: Puff, 
Citronaut, 1996 Knightro, 
Glycerin, Sir Wins-a-lot, Mack 
the Knight, current Knightro, 
Vincent the Vulture

“i ThiNk To peopLe’s surprise, I will be 
returning to UCF for my senior season. I love this team, 
and my dreams and goals can be fulfilled here,” said 
basketball star Keith Clanton. And with that pledge, 
Clanton’s loyalty to his hometown university  
was cemented.

Last July, the Knights received a one-year ban on 
postseason play, enabling Clanton, a highly skilled 
forward, and his fellow UCF seniors to transfer 
anywhere they wanted without having to sit out a year, 
as is customary. (The same offer applied for UCF senior 
football players.) Standing 6-foot-9, Clanton attracted 

the attention of big-name basketball programs such as 
Kentucky, the 2012 NCAA national champion; Florida 
State; Southern California and Ohio State. His high school 
coaches heard from at least 20 schools, and Clanton 
visited FSU. Yet even during an offseason in which more 
than 500 players at colleges across the country transferred 
in search of greener pastures, Clanton stuck with the black 
and gold.

Clanton, who grew up 15 minutes from UCF’s main 
campus, holds the all-time UCF rebounding record 
and was named 2012 Conference USA Men’s Basketball 
Preseason Player of the Year. F

Towering Loyalty “UCF is where my heart is. At the end of the 
day, I feel like UCF is the best place for me.” 

“That’s admirable … it would have been 
easy to leave.” – ESPN

The followinG is An nCAA noTiCe 
ThAT mUsT be in This issUe of 
Pegasus To meeT UCf And nCAA 
ReqUiRemenTs.

nCAA ComPliAnCe The UCF men’s 
basketball and football programs are on 
probation until Feb. 9, 2017, for NCAA 
violations involving the impermissible 
recruiting activity of outside third parties, 
impermissible benefits, an impermissible 
recruiting inducement, unethical conduct, 
failure to monitor and lack of institutional 
control. The penalties include: public 
reprimand and censure; five years of 

probation through Feb. 9, 2017; men’s 
basketball postseason ban for the  
2012-13 season; a reduced number of 
initial scholarships and total scholarships 
each year for three years; less coaches 
permitted to recruit off-campus at any 
one time for two years; reduction in the 
available number of recruiting evaluation 
and recruiting person days for two years; 
reduction in the number of paid official 
visits for prospects for two years; head 
and assistant men’s basketball coaches 
are prohibited from recruiting in July 2013; 
vacation of all basketball victories in which 

an ineligible student-athlete participated in 
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010-11; head men’s 
basketball coach Donnie Jones was given 
a show cause over the next three years 
and will be required to complete additional 
rules training for three years.

In response to the infractions, the 
institution has increased its compliance 
staff, as well as its compliance educational 
and monitoring efforts. A greater emphasis 
has been placed on educating coaches, 
staff and fans on the rules and regulations 
concerning representatives of athletics 
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interests and third-party representatives. 
UCF has instituted the use of compliance 
and recruiting software for all athletics 
programs. In addition, the compliance 
office now shares a dual-reporting 
structure to the Vice President and 
Director of Athletics and the University’s 
Chief Compliance and Ethics Officer. UCF 
will continue its efforts of promoting a 
culture of compliance throughout the 
university and becoming a national model 
for athletics compliance.
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THEN

The rate of change is 

accelerating at UCF 

because of President 

Hitt’s commitment to 

partnerships.
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ColleGe of mediCine
In a bold move, UCF and 

Florida International University joined 
together to make their pitches to 
legislators. According to Dr. Hitt, “If 
we made our efforts individually, the 
prevailing argument would be that 
Florida could not afford a new medical 
school. But Mitch [Maidique, then 
president of FIU] and I were convinced 
that a joint effort would reveal a 
remarkable paradox: While Florida could 
not afford one new medical school, it 
could afford two.”

 
ReGionAl CAmPUses
When FTU welcomed 

students to its new main campus in 1968, 
it also received students to its Daytona 
Beach and Cocoa campuses. In 2006, 
UCF and Brevard Community College, 
Lake-Sumter State College, Seminole 
State College and Valencia College 
launched DirectConnect to UCF, a 
groundbreaking initiative that guarantees 
entry to UCF for students from these 
partner colleges. In 2011-12, more than 
half of UCF’s 11,014 transfer students 
enrolled via DirectConnect to UCF. 

  
Rosen ColleGe of  
hosPiTAliTy 
mAnAGemenT

The partnership between UCF and 
Harris Rosen, the owner of the largest 
independently held hotel group in 
Florida, was a natural fit. Not only did 
Rosen donate $10 million and 25 acres of 
land, he also helped shape the program 
that now enrolls 3,500 students, making 
it the largest hospitality program in the 
nation.

  
insTiTUTe foR 
simUlATion  
& TRAininG (isT)

Founded in 1982 as a research unit of 
UCF, IST has achieved international 
recognition and success through its 
work in collaboration with the military 
simulation and training commands 
located in the 1,027-acre Central Florida 
Research Park adjacent to our campus. 
Today, the institute is at the heart of a 
$4.2 billion industry.

UCF is proof that the partnership economy 
rewards those that stand out. “There are problems 
waiting to be solved and by enlisting the help of 
others, opportunities abound,” says Holsenbeck.

“Real partnerships  
involve mutual benefits 
at the core.”
it’s Personal
Connections aren’t power. They are potential power. 
“Dr. Hitt encourages us to take the call, meet the 
new contact and explore each opportunity as it 
comes. Trust is earned by building relationships 
with people,” says Holsenbeck. He continues, “UCF 
approaches professional entanglements by asking, 
‘How do we each give more?’ instead of ‘How does 
one partner get more?’ ” 

As President Hitt relates, “Our experience has 
shown that working as equals with outside partners 
is an important first step toward building credibility 
for the university. Real partnerships involve mutual 
benefits at the core.” 

lifelong habit
“Partnerships are made, not born,” states 
Holsenbeck. “They change the way we approach 
things and make us smarter.”

It’s even part of the story of UCF’s birth. Before 
the university had a name, 89 citizens worked in 
partnership, collecting donations of land and money 
to help it get started. 

Moreover, the genesis behind opening a university 
in Central Florida, one specifically dedicated to 
science and technology, was to provide support 
to Kennedy Space Center to the east and also to 
serve the Glen L. Martin Company, known today as 
Lockheed Martin, to the west.

And just like that, UCF’s give-to-get reciprocity 
culture began. F

Commitment
Going it alone shortchanges not only UCF but 
also those who depend on us or might benefit 
from working with us. In fact, organizations that 
don’t work with others may be punished in the 
marketplace. 

As President Hitt points out, “Partnerships are 
easy to describe and discuss. They’re harder to do.”

At UCF though, going it alone is intellectually 
dishonest. “When Dr. Hitt arrived at UCF, he 
made partnerships new and important. For 20 
years he’s been able to execute his commitment 
to the process and to the partnership goals he 
established,” says Dan Holsenbeck, vice president 
for University Relations.

“My faith in  
partnerships is  
grounded as much  
in pragmatism as in 
idealism.”
Achievement motive  
“My faith in partnerships is grounded as much in 
pragmatism as in idealism. It has long seemed to 
me that no single individual or organization acting 
alone has the resources to solve the significant 
problems we face,” states Dr. Hitt.

The university grew its enrollment to meet 
student demand and is now the nation’s second-
largest university. But it didn’t get there without 
the generosity and determination of others.

UCF is also a $2.3 billion economic engine for 
the region, but that horsepower is the result of solid 
relationships built on mutual respect and shared 
goals. As former UCF Board of Trustees Chairman 
Dick Nunis points out, “People do not understand 
or appreciate the impact a major university has on 
the community.”

President Hitt created a platform for partnerships and an open-door 
policy to encourage them. He put himself on the line for them. He 
amplified them, nurtured UCF’s reputation around them and grew the 
regional economy with them. “I fervently believe that in partnerships 
we discover our highest and best futures, and our best chance 
to move beyond conventional success to true significance,” says 
President Hitt.



The New
is Now
the Norm
When you look at the 50-year 
history of UCF, there is a clear line 
of demarcation. There are those 
students who went to class with 
pencils and paper, and those who 
carry smartphones. There are 
students who sat in desks and 
listened to professors’ lectures in  
real time, and students who take 
online or blended classes from the 
convenience of their homes, dorms  
or the neighborhood coffee shop.

“Today, online classes are an expectation,” says Dr. 
Thomas Cavanagh, associate vice president of the Center 
for Distributed Learning. “Students don’t care about 
modality. They want what they want when they want it.”

“I remember leaving notes on a bulletin board in the 
library to let someone know where and when to meet 
me,” Marisabel Wolfinger, ’89, recalls. “It seems so Fred 
Flintstone now.”

“We can replicate the birth of the universe and observe 
it over and over again,” says Dr. Joel Hartman, vice provost 
for Information Technologies and Resources. “We can 
even replicate nuclear explosions and evaluate their 
effects. You couldn’t do that [20 years ago] in a lab.”

“I can’t even imagine how long it must have taken for 
students in generations before me to sift through the card 
catalog doing research,” Heather Masessa, ’10, exclaims. 
“I could turn on my computer and get answers instantly.”

L E A R n I n G  I S  C H A n G I n G .

Dr. Thomas Cavanagh, Center for Distributed Learning
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WIn-WIn foR STUdEnT, UCf 

“I worked a part-time job, so the more online classes I 
could take, the better,” says Masessa, who now works as a 
traffic manager/marketing coordinator for the Orlando-
based marketing firm, Net Conversion. “Plus, online 
classes let me learn on my own time and not be forced to 
listen to a lecture for two hours.”

And that’s the difference. Many students today are 
looking for their higher education to work into their 
schedules, fit their lifestyles and complement their 
preferred learning methods. Previous generations didn’t 
have that option.

“I chose traditional classes because I’m a hands-on 
learner,” explains Lauren Farber, ’07, a graduate of 
The Burnett Honors College. As the principle trainer for 
AOL, Farber is well-versed in diverse learning modalities 
and champions a blended approach — using online and 
traditional tools — for the employees she trains. “The one 
blended class I took was great — we would do homework 
and tests online, but meet in class. I liked the convenience, 
but appreciated the social aspect.”

Farber gets it: Online classes benefit both the student 
and the university, and assessments show that students 
taking blended classes actually outperform students 
taking solely face-to-face or online classes.

In response, UCF is putting significant resources behind 
its online programs, an effort that started in 1996 with 
just two classes. “Our model is designed for quality,” says 
Cavanagh. “We have invested significantly in instructional 
design and do a great job training faculty members.”

Today, Cavanagh says, UCF offers one of the best online 
programs in the country, and “everyone, from the senior 
administration down, recognizes the value and importance 
of online learning.”

“In the last year, all of the 
university’s growth has 
been online.”

The “value and importance” that Cavanagh refers to 
is a reflection of modern students’ demand for greater 
convenience and flexibility, as well as President Hitt’s 
rallying cry for increasing access to higher education. 

“In the last year, all of the university’s growth has been 
online,” says Hartman. “And last semester, one-third of all 
credit hours at UCF were earned from online courses,  
with close to 5,000 UCF students taking no traditional  
classes whatsoever.”

The growth in online offerings clearly enables UCF to 
educate more students without having to invest in new 
buildings, parking and other factors that traditionally 
limit university attendance. But even more important, 
Cavanagh points out, is that the expansion of online 
learning makes education available to people who face 
significant obstacles to attending traditional classes — 
whether for medical, geographic or scheduling reasons.

Yet while accessibility and convenience are  
important, the benefits are more far-reaching than that. 
By increasing online programs, Hartman emphasizes, 
“Graduation rates are increasing too.” Plus, he says, 
“Students minimize excess credit hours, which enables 
them to graduate faster.” 

A REvoLUTIon In RESEARCH 

While online learning is on every educator’s radar today, 
it isn’t the only way that technology is revolutionizing the 
student experience. 

The university library, once the heart of every campus, 
is today a gathering place for students and a portal for 
information virtually accessible from almost anywhere 
in the world. Hartman points to OneSearch, the library’s 
robust search tool, which has changed the way students 
conduct research and dramatically broadened their access 
to critical publications. 

And according to Hartman, “Smart boards and 
touch-screen technology are changing the learning 
experience even in face-to-face environments. It’s so much 
more interactive today.” 

“There are chemistry labs 
that require students to 
handle virtual chemicals. 
Anatomy labs that allow 
students to conduct virtual 
dissections.”

Technology is changing the way science courses are 
taught too. “Today, there are dynamic simulated labs that 
come close to imitating the real lab experience,” Cavanagh 
says. “There are chemistry labs that require students  
to handle virtual chemicals. Anatomy labs that allow 
students to conduct virtual dissections. For students 
learning in these virtual environments, the knowledge  
is no less real.”  

TECHnoLoGy And THE STUdEnT of ToMoRRoW 

For students of the not-too-distant future, the walls 
between the different modalities will most likely 
disintegrate even more. There will be no online learning 
and traditional learning — just learning.

Beyond the logistics of where and how students take 
classes, it is foreseeable that students in the future will not 
be bound by arbitrary time constraints either. Rather than 
complete courses within a prescribed semester, why not 
allow students to complete the course work at their own 
pace? It is conceivable that each student will be given an 
individualized, customized curriculum and the resources 
to learn what he or she specifically needs.

Furthermore, as the popularity of massive open online 
courses (MOOCs) continues to grow, it is fathomable that 
someday students will not take classes solely from a single 
institution, but will instead curate a personalized program 
from a multitude of classes offered by the most prestigious 
universities and colleges in the world.

Most exciting is that the student of the future won’t 
necessarily have such a different experience, but more 
appropriately, have the option of so many varied learning 
methods. Face-to-face, online, blended, virtual, MOOCs 
and more will be available for every student to customize 
his or her higher education in the way that is the most 
accessible, affordable and valuable.

yES, LEARnInG IS dEfInITELy CHAnGInG. F

Dr. Joel Hartman, Information 
Technologies and Resources
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Virtuoso Partnership Professor Stuart Omans turned 
his passion into a chance for students to perform Shakespeare.

as sTuarT oMaNs, UCF professor and chair of the 
English Department, describes it, “This was a story of 
passion. The whole thing was a Shakespearean drama.  
It was great fun and absolutely insane.” 

Omans is recounting the tale of the Orlando 
Shakespeare Theater. Starting with volunteer efforts, 
expansions took place, awards were garnered, and a 
multimillion-dollar budget was realized. 

The catalyst for the theater began in the 1970s, when 
Omans bused university students to area schools to 
perform scenes from Shakespeare. And in 1975, FTU 
received a grant that allowed Omans to produce “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” in Loch Haven Park. 
Thousands attended, and midnight performances were 
added to accommodate demand.

Now, the Orlando Shakespeare Theater provides a 
place where UCF faculty members can collaborate with 
students who are preparing for careers as actors, directors 
and stage managers. Students are also able to fulfill degree 
requirements through the theater.

As well as designating representatives to the theater’s 
board of directors, UCF provides financial support.  
The Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s artistic director also 
teaches classes and serves as a faculty member for  
Theatre UCF. 

More than 40 years in the making, the Orlando 
Shakespeare Theater has emerged as a full-blown tour  
de force.

Omans’ script began in the 1970s with a touring bus of students.

iN The worDs oF Dr. aLViN waNg, dean of The 
Burnett Honors College: “Art makes UCF a much better place 
to teach and learn.” And there is plenty of art throughout 
campus, including from those doing the teaching. At the 
Honors College, for example, 17 pieces are on display from 
UCF faculty Jagdish Chavda, Ke Francis, Scott Hall, Joo Kim, 
Steve Lotz, Carla Poindexter and Robert Rivers. 

ARTisTiC inTeRPReTATion

Theo LoTz DiDN’T aTTeND ucF, but as 
he points out, he was educated there. While his 
father, Steve Lotz, served as the university’s first art 
professor, young Theo chased snakes and turtles 
around campus. “That was pretty much what was out 
there,” he remembers.

“Someone told me once that I probably have 
the longest institutional history of anybody on the 
campus,” Theo says. He first stepped on campus as a 
3-year-old.

As Theo played, his father distinguished himself 
as both head of the Art Department and a nurturer of 
eager students, as well as a creative problem solver. 
Lacking proper quarters and supplies, the students 
used the floor in the Science Building as a giant 
makeshift easel.

His father retired after a 34-year tenure, but Theo 
remains a UCF fixture as the director of Flying Horse 

Editions, located at the UCF Center for Emerging 
Media in downtown Orlando. Flying Horse Editions 
is a fine-art research facility and nonprofit publisher 
of limited-edition prints, artist books and art objects 
by internationally renowned artists. The facility 
also provides creative opportunities to students and 
faculty.

After obtaining bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
art, Theo eventually became an adjunct art professor 
at UCF. In 2003, he served as curator of the UCF Art 
Gallery and in 2009 assumed the reins of Flying  
Horse Editions.

Steve describes his son’s facility as “marvelous” and 
“world class.” In terms of his original makeshift studio, 
he says, “There isn’t even any way to compare the two.”

Theo calls the experience a family art affair, noting 
that his mother is a sculptor. “UCF,” he says, “is home.”

Family Art Founding art professor Steve Lotz built a  
department while passing along inspiration to son Theo.

UCF’s first art studio, the geodesic dome, is the 
backdrop as Steve Lotz (far left in back) poses with 
faculty. In front of Lotz is Walter Gaudnek, who still 
teaches at UCF, holding one of his paintings. To the 
right is Hans Krenn, Johann Eyfells and  
Gary Downing.

Arts

Steve and Theo Lotz at Flying Horse Editions



RESEARCH

50 / S P R I N G  2 0 1 3 

M.J. Soileau:  
Here’s What I Think

A Louisiana sharecropper’s son 
who hoed cotton to pay for college, 
Dr. Soileau has been instrumental 
in UCF’s exponential growth in 
sponsored research, all the while 
working, as he says, “to create an 
environment far better than the one  
I would be recruited into.”

Under Soileau’s leadership, 
research funding increased 
from $36.6 million in 1998 to an 
accumulated $1.2 billion since 
2000. Just as important, UCF, a 
recent recipient of the Carnegie 
Foundation’s top classification, has 
made its mark commercializing 
technology, stimulating the local 
economy, and helping to establish  
a strong concentration of companies 
in optics and lasers, simulation 

and training, computer science, 
alternative energy and biomedical 
sciences.

On the day we met with Soileau, 
however, he was faced with a different 
type of challenge. Someone had left 
the coffeemaker on overnight, and 
the esteemed professor, a fellow of 
the Optical Society of America and 
the International Society for Optics 
and Photonics, was scraping charred 
coffee grounds from the bottom of 
the pot. Despite his self-proclaimed 
reputation for being a grouch, 
Soileau was remarkably personable 
and shared his thoughts on a range 
of subjects, from UCF’s growing 
reputation to his beloved South 
Louisiana roots.

People drive progress. Visionary, resolute, 
charismatic, committed people. And the 50-year 
history of UCF is peppered with the names of men 
and women who persevered against rattlesnakes 
and anonymity to make this one of the finest 
institutions of higher education in the country.  
M.J. Soileau, vice president of UCF’s Office  
of Research and Commercialization, is one of 
those people. 
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College of Engineering and Computer Science $ 17,188,934

Institute for Simulation and Training $ 16,702,474

College of Sciences $ 14,444,689

Office of Research and Commercialization $ 13,607,226

College of Medicine $ 11,518,014

Florida Solar Energy Center $ 11,219,526

College of Optics and Photonics $ 10,636,501

College of Education $ 7,947,132

Student Development and Enrollment Services $ 7,735,367

College of Health and Public Affairs $ 4,827,590

Administration and Other $ 3,455,429

College of Business Administration $ 2,601,608

NanoScience Technology Center $ 2,165,873

Advanced Materials Processing and Analysis Center $ 2,024,453

Florida Space Institute $ 1,358,375
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on UCf’s PRoGRess
In 50 years, UCF has gone from a 
commuter school to a destination 
school; from a university that 
accepted anyone to admissions 
selectivity; and from very few living 
on campus to 10,000 students 
experiencing campus life.

Other examples of UCF’s progress 
include the opening of the Student 
Union and on-campus stadium. The 
College of Medicine elevated our 
standing in the academic community. 
And through the UCF Business 
Incubation Program, people from  
the local community are seeking  
our assistance. 

on ReseARCh
Research makes UCF a different kind 
of place, even for people not taking 
part in the research. It changes the 
atmosphere and the way we teach. 
Where there is research, there are 
scholars doing leading-edge work; 
as a result, UCF has attracted Nobel 
laureates to campus.

The core of a university has to be 
the creation of new knowledge. It’s 
not a continuation of high school;  
the student experience is different, 
it’s the level of intellectual inquiry, 
and people here are challenging the 
status quo.

on oRlAndo
We weave ourselves into the 
community … even when it comes to 
research. UCF is part of the economic 
fabric of the community. We teach 
students to create knowledge and 
make sure that knowledge gets into 
the economy.

These are his words.
on lisTeninG
[Nobel Prize-winning physicist] 
Charlie Townes told me, “M.J., you’ve 
got to have people who are doggedly 
trying to do something new.” That 
was good advice.

on moTiVATion
You can’t control faculty. You must 
create an environment where faculty 
can thrive and allow them to do  
their own thing. You’ll never make 
them work as hard as they make 
themselves work.

“Curiosity is a 
faculty member’s 
greatest asset.”
on innoVATion
If UCF focused research solely on 
industry collaborations, our research 
funding would spiral to nothing. We 
need faculty that create and innovate, 
that start their own research and 
companies.

on ComPeTiTion
Competition is fierce for research 
funding. Each UCF entry goes up 
against the nation’s top universities, 
like Michigan, Stanford and 
Princeton, for example.

on RePUTATion
The level of attention skyrockets 
when a group is deciding whether  
to spend money on you. And  
among organizations such as the 
Department of Energy, National 
Science Foundation and the  
Office of Naval Research, UCF  
is a well-respected name.

on less is moRe
It was a conscious decision to have 
specific areas of research focus. But 
we needed to concentrate on areas 
that are important to the regional 
and state economy: optics, lasers, 
simulation and training.

on defininG momenTs
In the mid-1980s, the Florida High 
Technology and Industry Council, led 
by captains of industry under Florida 
Gov. Bob Graham, formed five centers 
of excellence. UCF got two — the 
Center for Research and Education in 
Optics and Lasers (CREOL) and the 
Institute for Simulation and Training. 
The University of Florida, University 
of South Florida and Florida State 
University each got one.

Guess how many of those centers 
of excellence still exist today? Just 
two — ours.

on sPendinG millions
When your project is first funded, 
you’re flush with cash. With millions 
of dollars, one can get distracted … 
and use it for a variety of immediate 
goals instead of what it was intended 
for. But we just kept spending it 
where it was meant to be spent. That’s 
why our programs are still thriving.

on A beTTeR PlAn
Florida’s strategy for growing the 
economy has traditionally been to 
lure businesses away from New York 
and California with warm weather 
and lower taxes. I say, better than 
moving companies here, let’s grow 
them here.

on helPinG smAll bUsiness
Today we have 140 businesses in the 
UCF Business Incubation Program.  
In addition, about 90 businesses  
have graduated from the program  
and more than 3,100 jobs have  
been created.

“Incubation, 
partnership and 
entrepreneurship: 
we were into this 
before it became 
cool.”
on helPinG Those  
who helP ThemselVes 
The Florida High Tech Corridor 
Council, of which we are a founding 
member, provides matching funds 
for projects funded by industry. Our 
percentage of industry funding is 
about four times the national average.  
This is a very good way to encourage 
faculty-industry engagement.

on Good ComPAny 
In 2012, the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers ranked 
UCF among the top 20 universities 
worldwide based on the strength of 
patent portfolios. We’re up there with 
Stanford, MIT and Princeton. I think 
that’s pretty darn good company, don’t 
you?

on soUTh loUisiAnA’s fAmoUs 
PoRk And RiCe sAUsAGe
Where I come from in Louisiana, 
everyone thinks they know where to 
get the best boudin. I am still on  
a quest to find the best. F

$1.2 billion in research funding over the past 12 years (2001-12)
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FIRST-CLASS GRADS
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“The Blair Witch 
Project” leads UCF 
filmmakers down  
an unexpected trail  
to fame.

For the five grads who humbly 
started Haxan Films, the years of 
blood, sweat and tears that brought 
mind-boggling success can be 
measured in an 81-minute surprise 
blockbuster psychological thriller. 

 “The Blair Witch Project” grossed 
more than $248 million in box offices 
worldwide, on a final budget of less 
than $200,000.

The backstory for Michael 
Monello, ’92; Robin Cowie, ’93; 
Daniel Myrick, ’93; Eduardo 
Sánchez, ’94; and Gregg Hale, ’95; 
is summed up in Dan and Ed’s blog 
entries below. 

SCARy SUCCESS

Sept. 18, 1996: “Now I’m working on 
a film called “Blair Witch Tapes” that 
Dan and I came up with a few years 
ago. Gregg Hale is producing it, and 
we hope to shoot with a pretty good 
budget by the end of the year.”
Sept. 1, 1997: “Didn’t get the  
Disney thing, running out of money. 
… I’ve charged so much for Blair 
already, and I’m trying to keep my 
sanity as my credit card balances go 
up and up.”
Oct. 31, 1997: “The film footage 
looks pretty good. We’ve seen the first 
six rolls (they’re only going to end up 
shooting maybe 12 rolls), and they 
look good.”
Sept. 23, 1998: “They cut off our 
water yesterday. Terrible. Money is 
tight. Last week they turned off our 
electricity, the week before it was our 
phone.”
Dec. 3, 1998: “We’re in Sundance! 
You wouldn’t believe all the stuff 
that’s been going on around here, and 
the official public notification hasn’t 
even gone out yet.”
Jan. 20, 1999: “We’re all packing 
and everything, getting ready for 
Sundance. Anyway, please keep your 
fingers crossed for us at Sundance.”

81 minutes

Feb. 1, 1999: “WE SOLD THE FILM! 
WE SOLD THE FILM! The first call 
came in around 3 a.m., I guess. It was 
all happening way too fast.”
May 18, 1999: “This was definitely 
one of the most memorable days of 
my humble existence. We were posing 
for pictures at the Variety pavilion 
[in Cannes] with the likes of Roger 
Ebert, Spike Lee, Ron Howard and 
John Sayles. I was thinking to myself, 
‘What … are we doing here?’ ”

July 14, 1999: “The premiere last 
night was a trip, but tonight was more 
special. Paying customers to see our 
film. Sold-out shows. We broke some 
kind of record for advanced sales.”
July 17, 1999: “It was just this one 
moment in time that I will remember 
forever. Forever. The first time I 
witnessed tickets being bought to my 
film. Fourteen years of work had not 
gone to waste. A miracle.”

Aug. 10, 1999: “Dan and I are on the 
cover of Time magazine. I avoid the 
news presence on the Web … because 
it scares me that this film is getting 
so big. The cover of Time is just 
ridiculous. Ridiculous.”
Epilogue: Haxan Films is scheduled 
to release “Exists,” their fifth film, this 
spring. F

UCF alumni shocked the film world with their faux found-footage movie.
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“ I graduated at 40! A lot 
of us graduating were 
older students. I was 
very proud to be in that 
first graduating class. 
The [commencement] 
speaker was John 
Young, the astronaut. 
But my best memory of 
FTU was the thrill of 
just being on campus. 
It was such a wonderful 
experience, something I 
very fondly remember.”

LoIS M. JACkSon, ’70

Since iTS firST graduating class in 
1970, the university has awarded more than 
239,000 degrees, including 42,000 graduate 
and professional degrees, to more than 
200,000 alumni.

first- 
Class 
Grads

ColleGe of 
bUsiness 
AdminisTRATion

Donald A. Badger
Hugh W. Bailey
Calvin W. Barnlund
Dean F. Barnett
James T. Block
Earl C. Bourquardez
Alfred T. Bouton
Charles J. Brackett
Daniel C. Brenneman
Arlington S. Brockett
Robert P. Buttery
Fred H. Butts
Theodore T. Canavan
Doral E. Conley
Ronald Conran
Nicholas A. Constantine
Richard A. Covert
Wendell L. Cox
Virgil P. Crowell Jr.
Paul D. Cundiff
Henry E. Davis
Glenn C. Diggs Jr.
Donald C. Doyle
Fred B. Edwards
Horace P. Entrekin
Gordon C. Erickson
James G. Farrow
Scott A. Geesey
Anne C. Gillmore
Lewis S. Glass

Lester C. Godbold
Larry P. Greene
Louis B. Griffith
Hobart E. Hani
Richard T. Heard
Leonard C. Hicks
Gary N. Huffman
Jimmie L. James
Randall L. Johnson
Sandra G. Jund
James A. Katt
Kathleen A. Kersten
William L. Kugel
Lonnie H. Lacy
Richard P. Lancaster
Gerald A. Larson
Henry S. Levelle
John J. Lockwood
Michael L. Lowry
Gerald L. Mackall
Ralph J. Marksbury
Charles E. McAulliffe
Robert McClintock III
Harold G. McNeese
Gary A. Moore
William E. Moore
Errol L. Murray
Dexter S. Osha
C. Earl Ostendorf
James M. Parker
John L. Pleterski
John T. Polson

James H. Reagan
Raymond F. Richar
Tommy C. Ritter
Ronald A. Rumney
Raymond R. Schmitt
William Scott
Walter E. Secrest
Larry G. Short
Richard L. Shotwell
Cynthia L. Smith
William C. Smith
Arthur W. Sprehe
Tracy T. Starcher
Harley N. Sturgill
Charles H. Taylor
Gerald D. Tedamonson
Corinne D. Tessari
James E. Thomas
William R. Thompson
Jim L. Turner
David L. Walker
Ronald M. Walls
Henry W. Wilkes
Gary A. Winburne
Gary E. Wolf
Gary E. Wright

ColleGe of 
edUCATion

Janet M. Abbott 
Manuel Aguirre 
Joy E. Alexander 
Carolyn W. Anderson 
Margaretta R. Anderson 
Suzanne C. Bagley 

John L. Bailey 
Beverly J. Barnhart 
Charles L. Barton 
Donald L. Bates 
Mary F. Beardall 
Linda D. Bearden 
Marion W. Beasley 
Mary B. Beck 
Francis O. Bedle 
Betty D. Belcher 
Marilou Benson 
Deborah Kay Berg 
Sybil W. Best 
Marlene C. Blankenship 
Robert E. Boyte Jr. 
Charles R. Brabban 
Daisy L. Branch 
Marjorie A. Brooks 
Alice L. Brunk 
Cynthia H. Brunson 
Dean A. Brunson 
Mary R. Bungert 
Dolores F. Burghard 
Linda A. Caffin 
Lois S. Carle 
Nancy M. Carlson 
Florence S. Carr
Russeen R. Carrell 
Sarah H. Chapman 
Stephen P. Clendenin 
Helen S. Collins 
William R. Compton 
Charles W. Conley 
Robert L. Corson 

Linda S. Courier 
Charlotte M. Creed 
John T. Cullum 
Kenneth W. Davis 
Nancy D. Dean 
Nancy T. Deese 
Suzanne I. Degni 
Zelma G. Delaney 
Edward H. Du Bosq 
Naomi A. Dunn 
Rita B. Dworkin 
Sybil F. Ellis 
Cynthia P. Ennis 
Martha J. Farabee 
Patricia C. Farmer 
Carolyn H. Flanagan 
Karen J. Fouts 
Doris H. Franklin 
Nancy J. Fuleihan 
Susan L. Fuller 
Daniel L. Gardner 
Christine Gartner 
Faren C. Gibson 
Katherine M. Glidewell 
Stephen H. Gordie 
Clara N. Gracom 
Francine E. Gratt 
Sandra M. Green 
Mary J. Grelle 
Neil M. Grey 
Minnie D. Gross 
Frances  C. Gwaltney 
Elbert A. Hale 
Sharon K. Hallock 

Margaret S. Harris 
Beverly B. Harwood 
John A. Heine 
David C. Heins 
Lea M. Henderson 
Lane B. Hendrick 
Joyce W. Herrington 
Nora G. Hill 
Dorothy S. Himelhoch 
Jacqueline W. Holland
Rebecca W. Hopcraft 
Susan J. Horvath 
James N. Hough 
Paula J. Ison 
Alma L. Jacobson 
Ida L. Jaillet 
Ethel S. Jeter 
Sandra L. Judd 
Susan M. Jump 
Donna L. Kendrick 
Donna Kibbe 
Leila F. Kinker 
Desmond E. Knight 
Barbara A. Kohler 
Kathy L. Krausman 
Richard J. Kucklick 
Pamela H. Larson 
William E. Lavinghousez 
Ronnie R. Lawrence 
Jean M. Leffler 
Mary A. Lemp 
Donna M. Leyva 
Larry D. Lilly 
Margaret A. Lofton 

Ronald E. Luznar 
Joan H. Manarino 
Margaret E. Marley 
Elizabeth D. McAllister 
Mary M. McCown 
Susan J. McCown 
Jane E. McLaughlin 
Virginia A. McQuatters 
William E. McQuatters 
Elnora A. Melitshka 
Phylis Mendez 
Leon J. Merck 
Margie K. Miller 
Linda L. Minter 
Orville J. Mitchell 
Priscilla J. Mitchell 
Mary Y. Moore 
Sally R. Moore 
Dorothy L. Murdock 
David J. Murphy 
Phyllis E. Murphy 
Eunice R. Murphy 
Althea T. Neitzel 
Karen C. Newman 
Ruth S. Noah 
Angie M. Northrop 
Jennifer C. Nuckolls 
Cynthia S. Nyiri 
Edward F. O’Cain 
Sherleen O’Neal 
Raphael D. Palumbo 
Karen C. Pare 
David F. Parrish 
Dorothy B. Parrish 

Joyce A. Perkins 
Kathleen S. Phaneuf 
Kathleen A. Plawin 
John M. Prasek 
Shirley M. Presley 
Michael D. Propps 
Linda L. Raymond 
Kenneth M. Raynor 
Leslie P. Reilly 
Lelia A. Roach 
Rodney G. Roberts 
Andrea P. Rogers 
Gerry L. Rogers 
Lynette L. Rogers 
Henry L. Rohr 
Linda B. Roper 
H. F. Ross 
Kay B. Rountree 
Rebecca Ruland
Russell Salerno 
Gary E. Schadow 
Mary K. Scott 
Cheryl R. Sears 
Joy R. Seybold 
Curt R. Shadburn 
James E. Shaw 
Nita Y. Shaw 
Paula J. Shell 
Manuel L. Sibila 
Mary F. Slater 
Lorine M. Smallwood 
Patricia A. Smith 
Deborah C. Snowden 
Beedie S. Stecher 

Janet L. Spitler 
Sandra G. Sprinkle 
Jean A. Stacey 
John F. Steiner 
Edward E. Stokes
Roseann M. Streit 
Donald H. Strickland
Betsy A. Stripling 
Louette W. Summers 
Cynthia A. Telemachos 
George R. Tomlin 
Ivan L. Tucker 
Valeria J. Turk 
Retha R. Underwood 
Marcia L. Williams 
Gail A. Wilson 
Susan Y. Woods 
Jeanne B. Woodward 

ColleGe of 
enGineeRinG

Arthur H. Litka
Mark E. McAuliffe
George W. Pollitt
Stephen Rabideau

ColleGe of 
hUmAniTies And 
soCiAl sCienCes

Clarence B. Alexander 
Dorothy H. Ammerman 
Stephen J. Argalas 
Darryl E. Bannister 
Russell T. Bentley 
Philip B. Bingham
Thomas H. Bornemann 

Toni L. Buchwald 
Carl T. Cannon 
James G. Castle 
Larna A. Chamberlin 
Nancy F. Chavarriaga 
Carol A. Crawford 
Christie D. Crisp 
Samuel R. Dighton 
Thomas N. Digney 
Thomas M. Dougherty 
Jayne B. Drucker 
William A. Dumas 
Larry O. Dunagan 
Carol H. Durnin 
James E. Eakins 
James D. Fay 
Joal T. Fekete 
Jeannine M. Fisher 
Gary H. Gaines 
Janet B. Gano 
Jerry L. Greer 
Dana E. Griffis 
Margot B. Haberhern 
Wiletha Hamilton 
Robert J. Hansen 
Glenn R. Hayden 
Bobby J. Hill 
Lynne A. Hill 
Robert E. Holsinger 
Clarence S. Hooker 
Edward R. Hughes 
Lois M. Jackson 
Rondelee Jarnagin 
Gloria T. Johnson 

Thomas M. Kearney 
H. Jeanne Kelton 
Harold R. King 
Betty K. Kornick 
Sharon M. Kramer 
Dennis R. Kuhn 
Anne D. Lapp 
Robert E. Lehton 
Patricia A. Likens 
Douglas F. Linnert 
Lois H. Lockyer 
William S. Lowe 
Georgia A. Lynch 
Stacia M. Mangold 
John A. Marr 
Landrum E. Martin 
William A. McCormick 
Daryl G. McLain 
Gary D. McMillean 
Richard C. Millard 
Ray A. Muse 
William B. Nestor 
Linda J. Noble 
Georgeanne M. Norton 
John Z. Olewski 
Thomas M. O’Mara 
Brenda A. Owens 
James K. Parker 
Lewis M. Peacock 
Sarah P. Pemberton 
Leonard E. Peska 
Barbara R. Pietrzak 
Lynda M. Quinn 
Marsha A. Ratterman 

Bruce A. Redus 
Richard S. Richarde 
Jack G. Rivers 
Thelma H. Roberts 
William K. Rogers 
Shirley T. Sardineer 
William H. Schultz 
Judith Sessions 
Linda S. Shaul
Ardith C. Skibenes 
Edgar W. Smith
Lawrence W. Snyder
Brenda C. Stibbins
Margaret M. Strouse
Sally W. Succi
M. Christine Thomas
Ronald G. Turner
Ruth G. Van Hoesen
Jerry G. Voorhees
Brendan X. Voss
Louise J. Weiner
Roy A. Werner
Ethel M. Wheeler
Sunny L. Williams 

ColleGe of 
nATURAl sCienCe

Richard D. Bayne
Thomas R. Belcuore
Malcolm Bell
Richard J. Cable
Lynn W. Capraun
Gloria A. Cavanaugh
Bobbie Conway
Marvin A. Eberhardt

Walter E. Farmer
Harry D. Fishback
Patricia A. Fordham
James K. Freeborn
Dorothy W. Freeman
Bonnie J. Heim
Charles S. Huff
Jerry L. Korf
Sheryl A. Lindsey
Richard M. Mahan
Robert H. McEwan
Peter W. Melvin
Michael E. Middleton
Herbert F. Miller
Sion C. Minick
Betsy R. O’Neal
John J. Oyler
Glenn D. Richards
Edwin R. Roach
Richard L. Rozolsky
Julia W. Silberman
Michael H. Stone
Lee S. Strickland
Richard E. Vagner
Philip G. Van Vranken
Cathy C. Warren
David L. Willis
James W. Woodbury

Source: Program from 
first commencement  
of Florida Technological 
University
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Hall of Fame

Michelle Akers, ’89 
Women’s Soccer

Amy Allmann, ’88 
Women’s Soccer

Dr. Steven Altman 
UCF President

Jason Arnold, ’01 
Baseball

Tim Barker, ’86 
Baseball

Sean Beckton, ’90 
Football

Sylvester Bembery, ’87  
Football

Bo Clark, ’77  
Men’s Basketball

Eugene “Torchy” Clark, ’72  
Men’s Basketball Coach

Mike Clark, ’73  
Men’s Basketball

Dr. Trevor Colbourn  
UCF President

Tamika Coley, ’96  
Women’s Basketball

Daunte Culpepper  
Football

Robert Damron  
Men’s Golf

Chariya Davis, ’99 
Women’s Basketball

Darryl Davis, ’95  
Men’s Basketball

Elgin Davis  
Football

Wayne Densch  
Philanthropist

Winston DuBose, ’06  
Men’s Soccer

Willie English, ’98  
Football

Jenny Frank, ’04  
Volleyball

Bernard Ford  
Football

Tim Foskett 
Baseball

Rony Francois, ’84 
Men’s Soccer

Gerry Gergley 
Wrestling Coach

Bill Giovanetti 
Football

Alan Gooch, ’84  
Football

Franco Grilla, ’96  
Football

Mike Gruttadauria  
Football

Rick Hamilton, ’98  
Football

Tyra Harper, ’98  
Volleyball

Greg Jefferson, ’95  
Football

Shawn Jefferson 
Football

Dennis Kamrad 
Rowing Coach

Kelly Kochevar, ’96 
Women’s Soccer

Cliff Kresge, ’91 
Men’s Golf

Ken Leeks 
Men’s Basketball

Calvin Lingelbach, ’79  
Basketball/Baseball

Jorge Magluta, ’85 
Football

Lucy McDaniel  
Volleyball

Renata Menchikova, ’99 
Volleyball

Manny Messeguer 
Athletics

Dr. Charles Millican 
UCF President

Chad Mottola, ’92  
Baseball

Ed O’Brien, ’87  
Football

Dr. Jack O’Leary  
Director of Athletics

Michael O’Shaughnessy, ’81  
Football/Baseball

Susan Patz, ’86 
Women’s Basketball

Sinua Phillips, ’95  
Men’s Basketball

Tari Phillips 
Women’s Basketball

Jerry Prather, ’78  
Men’s Basketball

David Rhodes, ’95  
Football

Dr. Frank Rohter 
Director of Athletics

Karen Richter, ’91 
Women’s Soccer

Keikki Ritvanen, ’01  
Men’s Soccer

Johnny Rouse, ’72 
Wrestling

Darrell Rudd  
Football

Jim Rudy 
Soccer Coach

Scott Ryerson 
Football

Bennie Shaw, ’77  
Men’s Basketball

Laura Smith, ’87  
Volleyball

Marquette Smith, ’95 
Football

Bob Spitulski, ’98  
Football

Alexander “Lex” Wood  
Men’s Tennis

Kim Wyant, ’89 
Women’s Soccer

Art Zeleznick 
Athletics

did yoU know that UCF Volleyball won a national 
championship in 1978? Even more recently, in the mid-
1990s, the team won 65 consecutive matches against 
conference opponents. UCF Cheerleading also topped the 
nation, placing first in 2003 and 2007. Track and Field were 
conference champs the past two seasons, while men’s 
soccer claimed four consecutive titles from 2001 to 2004. 

The Knights are champions, now and in the past. They’ve 
won in football and basketball, sure. But they’ve also 
triumphed in many other sports — all worthy of cheers.

Black & Gold 
    StandardesTAblished in 1998, the UCF Athletics Hall of Fame 

honors those who have excelled in intercollegiate athletics 
at UCF, gained national recognition in athletics following 
their departure from campus or contributed significantly  
as a nonathlete to the development of the program. The  
66 inductees are listed here:

BaseBall
Sunshine State 
1979

Atlantic Sun 
2000, 2001,  
2002, 2004

Men’s  
BasketBall
Sunshine State 
1975-76, 1976-77, 
1977-78, 1980-81, 
1982-83, 1983-84

Atlantic Sun 
1994, 1996, 2004, 
2004-05, 2005 

WoMen’s  
BasketBall
Atlantic Sun 
1996, 1998-99,  
1999

Conference USA  
2009, 2011 

Cheerleading
College Cheerleading 
and Dance Team 
National Championship 
2003, 2007 

FootBall
Conference USA 
2007, 2010 

Men’s golF
Sunshine State
1980, 1981, 1984 

Atlantic Sun 
1995, 1996, 2004

Conference USA 
2009, 2010, 2011 

WoMen’s golF
New South Women’s 
Athletic Conference 
1990

Sun Belt 
1992

Atlantic Sun 
1995, 1999, 2000 

roWing
NCAA Championship 
Regatta Participant 
2007

Men’s soCCer
Atlantic Sun 
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

WoMen’s 
soCCer
Atlantic Sun
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 
2003

Conference USA 
2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 
2012

soFtBall
Atlantic Sun 
2005 

Conference USA 
2008

Men’s tennis
Atlantic Sun 
2003, 2004, 2005

WoMen’s 
tennis
Atlantic Sun 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 
2002

traCk, indoor
Conference USA 
2011

traCk, 
outdoor
Atlantic Sun 
1997, 1998, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2003, 2004, 2005

Conference USA 
2010, 2011, 2012

VolleyBall
Association for 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women National 
Championship  
1978

New South Women’s 
Athletic Conference 
1987

Atlantic Sun 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 
1997, 2001, 2002, 2003

Greatness 
Personified

MICHELLE AKERS, ’89 
women’s soccer
Regarded by many as the best female soccer player in the 
world during her career, she was a four-time All-American 
(1984, 1986-88). 

TIM BARKER, ’86 
baseball
During his senior season in 1985, he was named 
All-American and was a finalist for the Golden  
Spikes Award, recognizing the nation’s top amateur 
baseball player. 

JOE BuRNETT, ’08 
football
A record-setting cornerback and returner, he was named a 
first-team All-American as a senior and helped UCF to its 
first two bowl berths. 

BO CLARK, ’77 
men’s basketball
He broke nearly every UCF scoring record during his career 
and still holds the record for points in a game (70), season 
(806) and career (2,886); he led the nation in scoring with 
an average of 31.6 points per game in 1978-79.

TORCHY CLARK, ’72 
men’s basketball
Named Eugene but fittingly nicknamed “Torchy,” he was 
responsible for starting UCF’s basketball program in 1969 
and retired with a record of 274-89 in 1983.

DAuNTE CuLPEPPER 
football
Playing from 1995 to 1998, he holds more than 30 
quarterback records at UCF and finished sixth on the 
NCAA’s all-time total offense list with 12,459 yards.

WAYNE DENSCH 
Philanthropist
He was one of Central Florida’s greatest philanthropists, 
and his charitable gift in 1986 began a legendary 
relationship with UCF Athletics. 

KEVIN SMITH 
football
He became UCF’s all-time leading rusher after just three 
seasons (2005-07), establishing new career records with 
905 carries for 4,864 yards and 45 touchdowns.
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What’s in a number? In the case of these Knights, 
historical reverence. Enough to have their uniform 
jerseys commemorated. Although some jersey 
numbers remain in use, all are remembered  
and celebrated as greatness personified on the 
playing field.

UCF placed in the top 10 at the 
College Cheerleading and Dance 
Team National Championship 18 
times in the last 20 years. Pictured 
are their 2007 first-place trophy 
and 2008 third-place medal.

Michelle Akers

Daunte Culpepper

Bo and Torchy Clark
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Cristina Calvet-Harrold, ’01,  
appointed vice chair of the Orange 
County Research and Development  
Authority Board.

Louise kaigle, ’01, registered 
nurse, received the 2012 Nursing 
Administration Award during the 
Florida Nurses Association’s annual 
Peer Recognition Awards.

Joey Meddock, ’01, a wakeboarding 
and action sports photographer, had 
his first art showing at CityArts Factory 
in Orlando. 

don Stoner, ’01, received Veteran-
Owned Small Business Certification  
for his company.

Jennifer (Trondle) 
Trible, ’01, welcomed 
her first child, Camden 
Meade, Nov. 11. 

diana (Bjorkman) 
Wade, ’01, and husband 
Jason welcomed their 
daughter, Nico Kae, 
April 17.

Harsh Arora, ’02, Esq., 
received an award from 
the South Asian Bar 
Association of Florida 
for his outstanding 

service as president of the association.

James Bates, ’02, promoted to claims 
supervisor for Progressive.

Tara deary, ’02, earned 
a master’s degree in 
rehabilitation and 
mental health 
counseling from the 

University of South Florida. 

Alan fowler, ’02, left 
the U.S. Navy Judge 
Advocate General’s 
Corps after six years of 
active duty to start his 
own law firm, Alan 
Fowler Law, in Key 

West, Fla. He is married to kelly, ’02, 
founder of Just Save The Date: Event 
Planning & Design.

Charissa Matos-Lillo, ’02, provides 
event-planning services in Puerto Rico.

John o’donnell, ’02, 
president of Insurance 
Consultants of Central 
Florida, appointed to 
the United Healthcare 
Broker Advisory Board.

Leslie Winner, ’02, is the new sales 
manager at Crunchy Logistics. 

Melissa-Marie Zirini, ’02, 
married Toribio 
Matamoros Jr. June 23 
at St. Francis De Sales 
Catholic Church in 

Miami Beach, Fla. The couple resides  
in Kendall, Fla. 
 

dr. Tyler fisher, ’02, became UCF’s first Rhodes scholar in December 2002. 
The scholarship enabled him to earn a master’s degree in European literature 
at the University of Oxford. Fisher continued at Oxford for his doctorate 
in medieval and modern languages and a postdoctoral research fellowship 
in Spanish literature. He currently teaches Spanish language, literature and 
history at Royal Holloway, University of London, and Lady Margaret Hall, 
University of Oxford.

Cassie Spruill, ’08, selected as one of two medical staff members to accompany 
scientists on a four-month-long deployment to Antarctica that ended in February. 
Cassie is pictured at the South Pole, where the temperature was -50 F.

danielle derecola, ’03, 
is sales coordinator  
for EZYield.com and  
a board member  
of the UCF Rosen 
College of Hospitality 

Management Alumni Chapter.

david Ehrlich, ’03, joined Blank Rome 
as an associate in the consumer 
finance litigation group in the firm’s 
Boca Raton, Fla., office.

Crystal (Moschiano) 
Holmden, ’03, loves 
tailgating with her son, 
who turned 1 on Dec. 2.

Ann Marie (Calabrese) 
kaufman, ’03, and 
husband Sean 
welcomed their first 
child, Miles Spencer, 
Aug. 17 in Chicago.

Heather keroes, ’03, received her 
accreditation in public relations. She  
is a communications strategist at 
Curley & Pynn. 

Marie (dice) Mueller, ’03, 
is a registered nurse at 
Osceola Regional Medical 
Center. 

Ian Phillips, ’03, and 
wife Marjorie, ’03, 
welcomed their first 
child, Alexander Robert, 
Oct. 17.

Bonnie Bisignano, ’04, 
is the southeastern 
regional sales manager 
for ACE Bakery.

Erica Buckalew, ’04, and husband 
david, ’05, welcomed their daughter, 
Harper.

Allen Geddes, ’04,  
and wife Sarabeth 
welcomed their son, 
James, March 20. 

Souleymane konate, ’04, is a faculty 
member at the College of the Holy 
Cross in Worcester, Mass. 

Jason Rozenblat, ’04, is a general 
manager at LivingSocial in 
Washington, D.C. 

Chris Rucker, ’04, 
promoted to director of 
international accounts 
for Allied Steel Buildings 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

His territories include Aruba, Panama, 
Costa Rica and Colombia. 

Steven young, ’04,  
and wife kristen 
(Crowdus), ’05, 
welcomed their 
daughter, Mackenzie 
Anne, July 30.

Heidi (Berger) Brown, ’05, 
became president of the 
Greater Washington, D.C., 
Chapter of the 
International Special 

Events Society.

Alumknights
’70s

Linda Ross 
Czarnecki, ’73, 
and husband Dick 
celebrated their 
20th anniversary 
on a Baltic 

cruise. One of the stops included 
Peterhof Palace in St. Petersburg, 
Russia (pictured). Linda has been the 
executive director of the Dougherty 
Foundation for more than 20 years.

Ginny (deMain)  
Myrick, ’73, celebrated 
the anniversary of her 
government relations 
firm, Myrick Policy 
Group. A former senior 

policy adviser with international law 
firm Holland & Knight, Ginny has also 
served as state director of legislation 
for the city of Jacksonville, vice 
president of government relations for 
the Jacksonville Port Authority, and 
was elected to two terms on the 
Jacksonville City Council. 

Rod nickell, ’77, is celebrating his 
33rd year as a health physicist at the 
Kennedy Space Center.

’80s
Mia Thomas, ’80, recognized as one 
of 2012’s Most Powerful Women in 
Accounting by CPA Practice Advisor.

Paul Haas, ’81, spent 28 years in 
sales and executive management/
administration before returning to 
school to earn his juris doctor degree 
from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 
Lansing, Mich. Paul accepted an honors 
scholarship to enroll and completed his 
J.D. while earning dean’s list honors.

Bill Shattuck, ’81, 
retired Nov. 18, 2011, and 
moved to Hawaii with 
his wife of 43 years, 
Theresa. Bill retired as 
controller for the 

Historical Society of Central Florida 
after 10 years of service. 

Terry Strickland, ’81, is 
a self-employed artist 
who published a book 
about her oil paintings, 
The Incognito Project. 
The two-year portrait 

project culminated in an exhibition  
in Birmingham, Ala.

Paul Bizier, ’82, of Pape-Dawson 
Engineers, awarded the 2012 American 
Society of Civil Engineers President’s 
Medal.

Joni Leetzow Rametta, ’82, CFP, 
changed her business to become an 
independent firm with Nepsis Advisor 
Services.  

Terry (frye) Tierney, ’83, named 
associate regional director for 
operations in the Department of 
Homeland Security’s U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services’ Southeast 
regional office in Orlando. 

Pennisu Mance 
Richardson, ’84, joined 
the staff of the 
Community Foundation 
of Central Florida as 
executive assistant to 
the president/CEO.

Wendy Werb, ’85, 
appointed general 
magistrate for the 19th 
Judicial Circuit serving 
Martin and Okeechobee 
counties.

John Gill, ’86, joined Quest, where he 
is chief operating officer. 

Christina Pinto, ’86, 
partner at MPC  
Wealth Management, 
appointed chair of the 
Hispanic Business 

Initiative Fund board of directors. 

Laurie Blades, ’87, hired as project 
manager for Florida’s Redirection 
Project at Evidence-Based Associates. 

Tracy Stein, ’88, president and CEO 
of Prime Pinnacle, announced the 
expansion of his company’s investment 
portfolio, providing capital investments 
and funding to Central Florida 
businesses. 

Ross Wolf, ’88, 
promoted to associate 
dean of academic affairs 
and technology in the 
UCF College of Health 
and Public Affairs.

Halah Baker-Abed, ’89, is a business 
partner of HG2 Emergency Lighting, 
which provides lighting systems for 
emergency vehicles.

’90s
John Moloney, ’90, 
general manager of 
Penske Technology 
Group, won the 2012 
NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Championship 

as a member of Penske Racing. 
At UCF, John was president of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics.

Susana Rosende, ’91, created Write 
Way Designs, which offers technical, 
creative and editorial solutions for 
specialized business needs.

Jennifer Rowlette-Reneau, ’91, and 
husband Jon, ’96, are working to get 
the sport of surfing recognized in the 
Special Olympics. Jennifer was on the 
UCF surfing team in 1989 and 1990 and 
was a state champion for UCF. 

Cindy (Giampietro) 
dalecki, ’92, named 
“Woman of the Year”  
by the Volusia-Flagler 
United Way. She also 
received the President’s 

Volunteer Service Award.

dan Ward, ’92, joined 
the American Red Cross 
Mid-Florida Region 
board of directors.  
He also serves on the 
executive committee  

as chair of the community visibility  
and partnership committee. 

Sam Haidle, ’93, 
intellectual property 
attorney with Howard  
& Howard, named a 2011 
Super Lawyer by Super 

Lawyers Business Edition 2012. He also 
was named a Michigan Super Lawyer 
and a Michigan Rising Star 2012. 

Steve Clemente, ’94, 
assumed the role of 
president and CEO  
of the Nebraska  
Book Company.

Holly dorman, ’94, earned her master’s 
degree in public administration from 
the University of Phoenix.

Cmdr. devin Morrison, ’94, named the 
director for administration for Naval 
Hospital Pensacola. He previously 
served as officer community manager 
for the Navy Medical Service Corps 
and Dental Corps.

Maricarmen Cardenas, ’95, 
is vice president of 
revenue management and 
e-commerce for Crescent 
Hotels & Resorts, based in 
Orlando.

Bruce Jones, ’95, named CEO of LCPS 
Management, which manages two 
continuing-care Florida retirement 
communities.

Marc Collins, ’96, 
married Heather 
Leonardi Oct. 19 on 
Makena Beach in Maui, 
Hawaii.

Cmdr. orlando Lorie, ’96, 
assumed command  
of Defense Logistics 
Agency DRT-6 in 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Ryan Griffeth, ’97, and 
wife Tonya celebrated 
their 10th wedding 
anniversary. 

Maj. R. Larry Thomas  
Sr., ’97, participated in 
the Beat Diabetes Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 
Larry is married to Tara 

(Bostick), ’97. After retiring from the 
U.S. Army in March 2012, he now works 
in Afghanistan as an operations 
manager with Fluor.

Jennifer Williams, ’97, joined Ernst  
& Young as a partner.

yadira Gilchrest, ’98, a 
computer scientist at 
the Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center in 
Newport, R.I., named  
a Technology Rising Star 

at the annual Women of Color STEM 
Conference. 

Jimmy vee (venezio), ’98, 
and Travis Miller, ’99, 
were ranked in the  
top 700 on the Inc. 
500/5000 — an exclusive 
ranking of the nation’s 

fastest-growing companies — for their 
business, Gravitational Marketing. 
While students at UCF, Jimmy and 
Travis were roommates and both were 
in the UCF Marching Knights. 

Richard Brimer, ’99, hired as a 
demonstration/instructor pilot for 
Embraer in Melbourne, Fla., following 
eight years of U.S. Air Force service 
and six years in corporate aviation. 

kevin fox, ’99, a foreign service officer 
with the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, is serving overseas in 
the Palestinian territories of West Bank 
and Gaza.

Rania Girgis, ’99, named 
an associate at TLC 
Engineering for 
Architecture. 

yan Li, ’99, promoted to director  
of finance at HSN. 

’00s 
Laura (Wharton) 
Bornfreund, ’00, and 
husband Matthew, ’03, 
welcomed their first 
child, Ainsley Gillian, 
May 14. Earlier this year, 
Laura was promoted to 

senior policy analyst at the New 
America Foundation in Washington, 
D.C. In May, Matthew graduated cum 
laude from The George Washington 
University Law School and now  
works as an attorney for the Federal 
Reserve Board.

Sheetal Brahmbhatt, ’00, 
lead software systems 
engineer with MITRE’s 
Command and Control 
Center, received a 
Technology All-Star Award 

at the annual Women of Color STEM 
Conference.

Bobby Woodard, ’00, named 
associate vice chancellor for student 
involvement and leadership at East 
Carolina University in Greenville, N.C.
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Ashleigh (Walker) Jans, ’05, 
welcomed a baby boy Jan. 20, 2012.

Jessica Malave, ’05, 
promoted to senior 
account executive at 
Tattoo Projects, a 
Charlotte-based 
advertising agency 

named Small Ad Agency of the Year by 
Advertising Age magazine in 2011.

Angel Ramos, ’05,  
is data manager for  
the Rosalynn Carter 
Institute for Caregiving at 
Georgia Southwestern 

State University. 

Jason Balserait, ’06, married Melissa 
Miller, ’10, May 6 at Casa Feliz Historic 
Home Museum in Winter Park, Fla. 
Alumni in the wedding party included 
John Balserait, ’06; danita kirkland, ’12; 
and Jennifer yaden, ’12. 

Tony Esposito, ’06, 
named an associate at 
TLC Engineering for 
Architecture.  
 

Alexis (Artmawwn) 
ferdinandsen, ’06, and 
husband Donald 
welcomed their son, 
Tyler Blake, Oct. 10. 

Antonio Hasegawa, ’06, 
and wife Christie 
(Archer), ’10, welcomed 
their newest Knight fan, 
Lexi Braylee, Oct. 12.

Maria (Alejandra) Zanca 
Perez, ’06, has been a 
paralegal for seven 
years and a Florida 
registered paralegal for 
two years.

Stephanie Remige Piazza, ’06, is 
the editor in chief and co-founder 
of HerHattan NYC, a Web-based 
media company focusing on fashion 
discovery in New York City. 

Ralph Robinson, ’06, is 
a certified meeting 
professional and a 
meeting planner for the 
Florida Apartment 
Association. 

Cristina vaughan, ’06, promoted 
to house manager of the Ronald 
McDonald House on the campus of the 
Walt Disney Pavilion at Florida Hospital 
for Children.

francesca (Allegra) 
Zeifman, ’06, manages 
public relations and 
social media for the 
SweetWater Brewing 
Company in Atlanta.

Christopher Beats, ’07, published his 
first novel, Cruel Numbers. His second 
novel, Vacant Graves, was released in 
February.

Adam Bertrand, ’07, married 
Elizabeth (Pangborn), ’09, March 10 
in Jacksonville, Fla. Alumni in the 
wedding party included Zachary 
firestone, ’06; Matthew Rigg, ’06; 
and John “Hans” McClellan, ’07. The 
couple resides in Orlando, where Adam 
is production manager for East Cape 
Skiffs and Elizabeth serves as co-
owner and president of the law firm 
Palumbo & Bertrand. 

Jonathan Costanza, ’07, 
married Michaela at the 
home plate of UCF’s Jay 
Bergman Field. The 
reception took place at the 
FAIRWINDS Alumni Center.

Greg davis, ’07, promoted to gas 
infrastructure analyst with NiSource.

Jared fisher, ’07, married Stacie 
Lehrer, ’08, Sept. 9 in Santa Rosa, Calif.

Jason kuhns, ’07, married 
kathy Adams, ’09, Sept. 1 
in Destin, Fla., where they 
performed a ceremony 
using black and gold 

sand. Alumni in the wedding party 
included Carlos Rivadeneyra, ’07; 
Scott Burk, ’09; Tim Lyle, ’09; 
Christina Pentedemos, ’09; and  
Tony Sarno, ’11.

Rachel Levy, ’07, received her certified 
meeting professional designation.

kerry (Gregovich) 
Martin, ’07, received her 
accreditation in public 
relations. She is a 
communications 

strategist at Curley & Pynn.

Christina Moons, ’07, 
married Seth Sturgill 
June 9 at the Palm 
Beach Marriott Resort  
& Spa on Singer Island, 
Fla. Alumni in the 

wedding party included Jessica 
Lindquist, ’07; Mallory Hiers, ’08; 
katherine LaPointe, ’08; Liz  
Robinson, ’08; and Jessica Ivers, ’09. 
The couple currently resides in Hobe 
Sound, Fla.

Greg nawrocki, ’07, 
joined The Newport 
Harbor Hotel and Marina 
as sales manager. He 
lives with his wife in Fall 

River, Mass., where he serves as an 
active board member of the Saint 
Anne’s Neighborhood Association.

Rachel Perez, ’07, is the 
public education 
director for BASE Camp 
Children’s Cancer 
Foundation, where she 
creates fundraising 

events, as well as monthly overnight 
camps, for Central Florida children 
dealing with cancer.

Jennifer Wakefield, ’07, 
promoted to vice 
president of marketing 
and communications for 
the Metro Orlando 

Economic Development Commission. 

veronica Blanco-de Leon, ’08, is an 
international sales manager for IHG’s 
Staybridge Suites Orlando/Lake  
Buena Vista. 

kyle Bodnar, ’08, and 
wife Jamie (Wojcik), ’09, 
welcomed their daughter, 
Abigail, Oct. 4.

Alan duerr, ’08, is a senior team leader 
for Target.

Jennifer konowitz, ’08, 
is a board-certified 
nurse practitioner with 
Sebastian River Medical 
Center in its cardiac 
catheterization lab. 

Giancarlo Lanfranco, ’08, promoted to 
manager at DaddyO’s Irish Pub at the 
Hyatt Regency Chicago. 

Tawanna (frazier) 
Lewis, ’08, is a sales 
associate for Associated 
Luxury Hotels 
International.

Stephanie Piccino, ’08, works as a 
homework helper in the Martin County 
Library System.

Megan Policastro, ’08, 
joined Gregory S. Martin 
& Associates as an 
associate attorney. 

Ashley Schwartau, ’08, is the lead 
designer for the book Cyber Safety 
and Ethics and Stuff, a rewrite of the 
successful Internet and Computer 
Safety for Kids.

Amy (Shanks), ’08, 
married Shawn 
McConnell April 28 in 
Warrenton, Va.

Casey (Strzelewicz), ’08, 
married Justin Thomas  
June 16 in Albuquerque, 
N.M. The newlyweds 
honeymooned in Maui, 

Hawaii, and reside in Albuquerque, 
where they are both elementary  
school teachers. 

1st. Lt. kyle Wilson, ’08, designated 
a naval aviator while serving at 
Naval Air Station Kingsville in Texas, 
where he was presented with the 
coveted “Wings of Gold,” marking 
the culmination of months of flight 
training.

Gaston Blanchet, ’09, a former Mr. 
UCF and Order of Pegasus recipient, 
launched a Kickstarter campaign 
for his worldwide travel interactive 
Web series about fascinating locals, 
Humanity.TV. 

Bri Chmel, ’09, won the 2012 World 
Wake Surfing Championship, making 
her the five-time Women’s World Wake 
Surf Champion. 

Angel Colon, ’09, 
married Marissa 
(deAndres), ’10, Aug. 4 
at Windstar on Naples 
Bay in Naples, Fla.  

A few woRds wiTh dAVid 
beTTneR, ’03, Words With 
Friends Co-CReAToR
Bettner accepted the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award at the 2012 Black & 
Gold Gala awards banquet.

“RECEIvInG THE AWARd WAS 
An HonoR And A HUMBLInG 
ExPERIEnCE. It was also great 
getting to reflect back on my 
education and the ways it helped  
me achieve success.”

“UCf PRovIdEd THE CHALLEnGE 
And LAId THE foUndATIon  
I needed to become a lifelong learner, 
which I feel is one of the most 
valuable gifts anyone can receive.”

“I WAS SURPRISEd By HoW MUCH 
CUTTInG-EdGE RESEARCH and 
software development is happening 
at UCF and its Florida Interactive 
Entertainment Academy.”

“My AdvICE To yoUnG 
EnTREPREnEURS IS To Go AfTER 
something you’re passionate about, 
be honest and don’t give up.”

“I’M ExCITEd ABoUT THE 
PoTEnTIAL foR SofTWARE that 
takes advantage of the fact that  
most people are carrying around  
an Internet-enabled computer in  
their pocket.”

Samantha Hartmann, ’09, 
married Gary Hillier, ’10, 
in Pittsburgh Sept. 2. 
Alumni in the wedding 
party included Crystal 
(Paoloemilio) Lazar, ’09; 

Christopher Shaw, ’09; and Adrienne 
Robinson, ’10. Gary is an engineer for  
a government contractor, and 
Samantha is pursuing her special 
education degree.

Michelle (Ammons) kamprath, ’09, 
and husband Brian, ’09, launched 
UFOREA, a new way to book travel 
while providing help to those in need.

Erin Robinson, ’09, 
married daniel  
Grainger, ’11, Oct. 6 
aboard the Carnival 
Dream in Cape 

Canaveral, Fla. Alumni in the wedding 
party included Erin’s sisters, Rachel 
Ashley Ross, ’09, and Elise Robinson, 
’10. Erin works as an academic adviser 
for the UCF Psychology Department, 
and Daniel works as a technical project 
manager at Sprint.

Seaman Jonathan Waters, ’09, 
completed U.S. Navy basic training at 
Recruit Training Command in Great 
Lakes, Ill.

david bettner, ’03: “I’m a big fan of nASA. I have great respect  
for the ways that nASA has accelerated our efforts in science  
and technology.” 

P
H

o
To

 B
y

 G
E

o
ff

 L
E

v
y

 



ALUMKNIGHTS PEGASUS MAGAZINE

60 / S P R I N G  2 0 1 3 P E G A S U S . U C F. E D U / 61 

’10s
Julie Bilinski, ’10, is  
the human resources 
coordinator at 
SkyBridge Resources, 
where she is responsible 
for hiring new talent, 

processing payroll and marketing the 
company.

Airman yasmin fernandez, ’10, 
along with 5,500 sailors and Marines 
assigned to the Enterprise Carrier 
Strike Group, arrived in Norfolk, Va., 
following a deployment supporting 
operations in the Mediterranean and 
Arabian seas.

Pfc. Steven Grantham, ’10, graduated 
from recruit training at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in Parris  
Island, S.C. 

Pfc. Andrew o’Malley, ’10, graduated 
from recruit training at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in Parris  
Island, S.C.

Brandon Metz, ’10, hired 
as project manager for 
the Central Florida 
Development Council of 
Polk County. 

1st. Lt. Austin otocki, ’10, 
U.S. Army medical 
platoon leader stationed 
in Vilseck, Germany 
earned the prestigious 
Expert Field Medical 

Badge. Austin also wrote his first  
book, The Single Guy’s Guide to 
Relationships.

Marlee Popluder, ’10, achieved 
President’s Club at Tom James in 
South Florida. 

kelly Sharp, ’10, received 
her master’s degree in 
education, with a 
specialization in sport 
management, from Old 

Dominion University in Norfolk,  
Va. She works as the assistant 
marketing director for University  
of Idaho Athletics.

Melannie Wright, ’10, 
national marketing and 
business development 
manager for alternate 
delivery at Gannett 
Fleming, named 

president of the Central Florida 
Chapter of the Society for Marketing 
Professional Services.

nicole fournier, ’11, and a friend 
opened a food truck in Miami. The fare 
includes 100 percent vegan burgers, 
french fries and desserts. 

Seaman Alexander Holmes, ’11, 
completed U.S. Navy basic training at 
Recruit Training Command in Great 
Lakes, Ill. 

Anastasia Johnston, ’11, 
is a head bartender/
corporate trainer at 
Maggiano’s Little Italy.

Jocelyn Morera, ’11, joined Paula 
Deen Enterprises as a Web editor for 
PaulaDeen.com.

kevin Snyder, ’11, 
founding partner of 
motivational speaking 
company Inspir-Active 
Solutions, published his 
third and fourth books, 

Think Differently to Achieve Amazing 
Success! and Leading the Way: Stories 
of Inspiration and Leadership. Kevin 
also won a Jaycees Convention 
speaking competition. 

Rosalinda Torres, ’11, 
hired as a public 
relations and social 
media coordinator at 
CCH Marketing & 
Events.

Luke Berg, ’12, named a finalist in 
the Lenovo Seize the Night Alternate 
Ending Competition, hosted by 
Campus MovieFest, for his film, “The 
Night Circus.” Two of his previous 
submissions won awards for best 
picture and best comedy.

Amanda Castro, ’12, is a 
reporter/fill-in anchor 
for the 41 NBC/WMGT 
news team in Macon, Ga. 
 

Adam LaPrade, ’12, named a finalist 
in the Lenovo Seize the Night 
Alternate Ending Competition, hosted 
by Campus MovieFest, for his film, 
“Tonight’s the Night.” Adam’s 2007 
film, “The Importance of Playing 
Yardball,” made it to that year’s 
International Grand Finale. 

Walter “dave” Tropf, was a professor 
of sociology at UCF for more than 20 
years. He passed away Sept. 27 after 
a brief illness. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
he earned a B.A. at Taylor University 
in Upland, Ind., and a master’s degree 
in social work at the University of 
Michigan. He met his wife, Annabelle, 
while working as a program direc-
tor at the YMCA in Toledo, Ohio. The 
Tropf family moved to Enterprise, Fla., 
in 1963, where he served as social 
work director at the Florida United 
Methodist Children’s Home. He began 
teaching at UCF as an adjunct profes-
sor in 1972, and eventually became a 
full-time professor in the Sociology 
Department. Mid-career, he earned 
a Ph.D. at the University of Florida, 
returning to UCF, where he contin-
ued to teach social work. He served 
as interim chair of the Department 
of Communicative Disorders shortly 
before his retirement in 1992. Recog-
nizing his lifelong interest in stained 
glass art, the Sociology Department 
gave him a certificate for glassmak-

ing lessons as 
a retirement 
gift. He built a 
workshop at his 
Oviedo home, 
where he cre-
ated art glass 
works that he 
either donated 
to churches or 
gave as gifts 
to friends and 

family. Later, he became a docent at 
the Morse Museum in Winter Park, 
Fla. An active member of his com-
munity, Dave was a singer who joined 
his voice with local choral groups and 
received many requests to perform 
as a soloist. He remained physically 
active, meeting once a week or more 
with “Whirl and Twirl,” a square dance 
club. Dave resided with his wife of 58 
years at Orlando Lutheran Towers. His 
daughters, Judi and Bess of Orlando, 
his son, Ralph of Los Angeles, and 
granddaughter, Carly, in Commerce 
Township, Mich., also survive him.
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I n  M E M o R I A M

Tiffaney miller Alexander, ’99, earned her bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering and a master’s degree in industrial 
engineering at UCF. “By the time I was in the sixth grade, I knew 
I wanted to be an electrical engineer. My hope is that our younger 
generation, especially young women, are encouraged and inspired 
to pursue a career in science or math, and perhaps, even to desire 
to work for NASA someday.” 

Sasha Brodsky, ’10, an educator at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, fulfills her passion for wildlife by providing tours for 
guests and assisting with outreach programs to local schools. 
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Wedding    
 Knights

The bride wore white, and everyone else wore black and gold.
By JILL noRBURn, ’99
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Charles Norburn, ’01, and I met at UCF in 2001, and 
we were married at UCF in 2004. My roommate, Kathy 
(Bagnall) Brosch, ’01, first set me up with Charles’ 
roommate, Ken Votapka, ’00, but Ken and I were more 
like siblings than a couple. When Ken brought Charles to 
a party at my house, Charles’ method of flirting was to sit 
on my motorcycle and ask for a ride. While I was initially 
shocked by his audacity, love prevailed. 

When Charles proposed in a hot air balloon over a lake, 
I immediately decided to have a UCF-themed, on-campus 
wedding. I knew there would be obstacles to overcome, 
including the views of the traditional family I was 
marrying into, but it would be worth the challenge. 

To say I love UCF is an understatement; much of what 
I own relates to UCF — my watch, our family Christmas 
cards, blankets, purses, jewelry, tailgate items, clothes and 
stationery. I have a Citronaut in my bedroom and a Golden 
Knight greets all who come through my front door. 

Naturally, the wedding colors were black and gold. 
The bridesmaids wore black dresses and held bouquets 
of yellow and white gerbera daisies. The groomsmen 
wore traditional black suits adorned with yellow rose 
boutonnieres. Our wedding party consisted mostly  
of UCF alumni — Abigail Bell, ’03; Amy Overman, ’01;  
Nicole Phanstiel, ’95; Robert Haas, ’03; and  
Ken Votapka.

Our ceremony location was the Reflecting Pond, which 
was symbolic to both Charles and me. While I was a UCF 
student, I worked in Millican Hall and lived in Lake Hall, 

which are both near the Reflecting Pond. Charles currently 
works with Student Development and Enrollment 
Services, housed in Millican Hall. 

Getting approval to hold the ceremony at the Reflecting 
Pond was tricky. I went all over campus trying to get the 
necessary approval signatures. Before I was unanimously 
denied though, I emailed President Hitt and shared 
my idea, and he responded with his full approval. That 
became my much-needed ticket in, and once I showed 
the appropriate people his email response, my ceremony 
location was approved. 

After taking our wedding pictures at The Burnett 
Honors College, I was escorted to the ceremony by 
Knightro on a golf cart decorated with aluminum cans. 
It was the unique entrance I had imagined! As part of a 
wedding surprise, we asked our best man, Robert Haas,  
to pretend to forget our rings. The audience gasped,  
first in panic, but then in excitement as Knightro  
(Mike Callahan, ’05) raced out of Millican Hall bearing 
the rings and saving the day.

Since our wedding, there have been more than a 
dozen campus weddings, and many receptions at the 
FAIRWINDS Alumni Center. 

A few years later, we welcomed our triplets, Charlie, 
Katie and Will, who each frequently don UCF attire. For 
their first few holiday photos, we even opted to take our 
pictures with President Hitt rather than Santa Claus. 
Some of our friends have joked that we had triplets just  
so they could spell out U-C-F! F

Dr. Jill Norburn is the director of student affairs at The Burnett Honors College at UCF, 
where she has worked since 2001. Norburn earned her B.S. in exceptional education, 
M.A. in higher education and her doctorate in educational leadership from UCF.
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