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WE BEGAN WITH 
AN ACT OF 
IMAGINATION.
Born from the daring 
notion that Black 
women could receive an 
outstanding education and 
become global leaders. For 
over 135 years, Spelman 
College has created a 
community of Black 
women leaders at a rate 
that is rivaled by none.

WE ENDURE BY EMBRACING INVENTION.
With the world changing all around us, 
Spelman remains as vital — and as vigilant — 
as ever. Our sisters face a new set of problems 
and possibilities. In order to tackle 21st 
century challenges, they need an education 
that arms them with 21st century tools.

TODAY, WE ACCELERATE OUR ASCENT.
Now, emboldened by our proud history, we 
embark on an ambitious path toward an 
even greater future. With every step, we will 
elevate our educational experience, increase 
our institutional effectiveness and usher in an 
exciting new era in which Spelman students 
are prepared to break any glass ceiling in 
order to soar.



Spelman Ascend: 
THE PLAN 
The success of Spelman College has transformed our 
society, launching Black women in STEM, in tech and 
in leadership roles across the public and private 
sectors. We empower Black women to lead better than 
anyone. To continue making such a powerful impact, 
we must focus our energy and investment on four 
critical components that will define the Spelman of 
the future. 

“This plan looks not only inside, but outside. What is going on 
in the world around us? What problems is Spelman College 
uniquely positioned to solve?  Spelman has experienced decade 
after decade of success creating a community of Black women 
leaders in fields as diverse as science, business, the arts, 
medicine, law and public service. Spelman’s success with high 
performing Black women at a time when the country is seeking 
to diversify the workforce of the future makes Spelman both 
urgent and necessary.”
Mary Schmidt Campbell, President, Spelman College
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“Spelman has a laser focus on student success. 
We create an environment that allows you to 
discover what you’re truly capable of and instills 
confidence in your own ability to succeed. So 
wherever you’re going next, you know you will be 
prepared for the challenges.”
Myra Burnett, Vice President, Office of Institutional Effectiveness

EVERY 
SPELMANITE 

graduates with a 
competitive edge

PREPARE
STUDENTS

for life and career through 
co-curricular activities STREAMLINE

all student process

CREATE
ROBUST
high school to 

college pipeline

DELIVER
the Spelman Promise
A Spelman education must be worth every cent and 
second of investment. Our students must receive 
guidance to discover their destiny. Gain skills to 
thrive in their chosen fields. Develop the personal 
conviction and fierce determination to change their 
lives—and the lives of others. So when we launch our 
graduates into the world, they soar to success.   



ELEVATE 
the Spelman Difference 

Spelman supports the 
recruitment, retention and 

professional development of 
its committed faculty 

Spelman disseminates 
its expertise on teaching 

and learning

Spelman strengthens 
and expands strategic 

partnerships.

How does Spelman consistently propel more 
students of color to success than any other 
institution? We employ extraordinary people and 
innovative practices to unleash each student’s 
greatest potential. By cultivating our exemplary 
faculty and sharing our distinct expertise with 
the world, we will inspire more visionaries to join 
us as we develop the next generation of leaders 
and changemakers. 

“Our own students and campus community 
recognize Spelman’s status as the leading HBCU 
and one of the leading women’s colleges in the 
country. Now we’re stepping up and saying it out 
loud to the rest of the world: we produce black 
female excellence for the nation.” 
Sharon Davies, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs 



ENHANCE
Operational Excellence
From the beginning, Spelman has 
embodied the transformative power 
of learning. Now we must sharpen 
the tools, technology and team that 
our learning process depends on. 
By bolstering infrastructure and 
breaking down operational barriers, 
we will allow big ideas to flow freely 
from one great mind to another, and 
enable people from every corner of 
our campus to make an impact.

“We have a commitment to educating 

everyone, not just the students, but staff and 

faculty, too. We challenge our students, they 

challenge us and we challenge one another.”
Daryl Holloman, Vice President of Student Affairs

TRANSFORM
the technology
environment

CULTIVATE
faculty and staff

development
and retention

INVEST
in people and
infrastructure

INSPIRE
an efficient, 

collaborative and 
results-oriented 

culture



Promote Academic
INNOVATION
We will energize the Spelman 
educational experience, launching new 
curriculum and learning innovations 
that empower students to tackle the 
challenges of our changing world. 
As avid learners and agile thinkers, 
our graduates will deploy the tools 
of our time to create better lives for 
themselves. To forge brighter futures 
for their communities. To build a 
greater, more just society for all.

“There’s such strength in our community. We 

are a big family that goes through good times 

and bad, but we are survivors. We need each 

other. And we are better prepared for life after 

college because we have each other.”
Haleigh Hoskins, Student

Expand living, 
learning community 

engagement 
and leadership 
opportunities

Support scholarly and 
creative excellence

Build a Center for 
the Arts & Innovation 

that invests in the 
interface between 

the arts and STEM to 
promote STEAM

Expand signature
academic programs



SPELMAN 2022

OUR 
VISION

Our vision for the future Spelman College is an ambitious one. 
But ambition has driven our institution forward since the day we 
opened our doors. Setting daring goals — and achieving them — 
is what we do best. 

So today, we invite you to join us as we look to the future. 
Together, we will continue to aim high. Together, we will rise. 

85%
6-YEAR

graduation rate

EXPANDED
ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS
Computer Science

Engineering, 
Environmental and 
Health Sciences

Arts and Innovation 

Succesful exit into a professional career, 
graduate school or post-baccalaureate 

experience for spelman graduates

PARTNERSHIPS 
Powered by strategic corporate, academic and 
research partnerships that serve as a signature 

part of the Spelman experience 

CONTINUED STRENGTH 
AND LEADERSHIP  

Biology | Math | Psychology 
English | Women’s Studies

Integrated living 
and learning 
environments 

inspire and connect 
our residents 

QUALITY & 
EXCELLENCE

Upgraded facilities reflect the quality 
and excellence of our College

RENOWN AS A CENTER 
OF EXCELLENCE FOR 

TEACHING AND LEARNING

State of the 
art technology 

infrastructure in 
support of teaching 

and learning 

NEW CUTTING-EDGE ARTS 
AND INNOVATION BUILDING
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